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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Over the course of the last few decades, oil companies have been releasing billions of 

gallons of toxic pollutants and petroleum into the Amazon forest (the Oriente), posing a threat to 

both the environment and the health and welfare of the local Ecuadorian population. The 

presence of this oil production reflects problems in the Ecuadorian government and its policies, 

specifically exposing its disregard for basic human rights. More so, the Ecuadorian government’s 

failure to protect its people and prevent contamination of the Amazon is a direct violation of its 

citizens’ human rights to a healthy and safe environment. Oil producers, such as Texaco and 

Chevron, are given permission to operate on sacred land and conservation areas, dispossess 

indigenous groups, local people, and small farmers from their land, and lie about the impact of 

their projects. Because these companies and the government are not held accountable for their 

actions, the rights of local and indigenous people are constantly overridden.  

 The Oriente, home to hundreds of thousands of different animals and wildlife, is one of 

the most biodiverse regions on the planet. The Amazon is also inhabited by several indigenous 

groups who rely on the environment and resources from the Amazon to sustain their lifestyle. As 

the Oriente becomes an increasingly greater target for Ecuador’s oil production, the culture and 

lifestyle of these people has been put at risk. Since 1972, oil companies have extracted billions of 

barrels of crude area from the region, releasing toxic wastes directly into the environment in the 

process. Waste contaminates the water indigenous people drink and bathe in, kills off species of 

animals that are normally hunted for food, and destroys the environment that supports the life of 

many. Samples of this waste water have revealed amounts of toxic pollutants several levels 

higher than the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) allows. Additionally, the number of 

cases of cancer and oil-related diseases have spiked in recent years as exposure to oil sources 
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increases. The people living near these areas of destruction are most often living in poverty or 

apart of indigenous groups or small businesses and must deal with the consequences of the 

destruction while big companies reap the benefits. The health risks posed to Ecuadorian people 

further indicate a direct violation of basic human rights due to oil production in the Oriente. This 

blatant injustice has led to tension and disagreements between oil companies, the Ecuadorian 

government, and a coalition of indigenous and environmental groups. The latter groups are 

battling for the survival of the rainforest and the biodiversity it sustains, as well as for the rights 

and justice of its indigenous inhabitants. 

 While Ecuadorian law recognizes the human right to health and a healthy environment, 

this is often overlooked by the government as global demand for petroleum increases and 

opportunities for economic profits arise. For several years, the Ecuadorian government allowed 

oil extraction to occur without any oversight. Even though some regulations have been put into 

place now, they are still flawed and not nearly as stringent as they should be. Many of the state 

agencies in charge of these environmental regulations lack the resources, information, and 

political support needed to truly implement their authority. Until these groups and agencies gain 

the power to correctly manage and enforce the existence of environmental and human rights, the 

Ecuadorian government will keep disregarding any environmental laws and human rights that 

hinder their economic success.  

The purpose of this dossier is to demonstrate how Ecuador’s government and oil 

development policies in the Amazon have violated the human rights of indigenous and local 

people. Individuals and entire communities are being put at risk as their surrounding 

environment is destroyed by the irresponsible actions of oil companies. Ecuador’s focus on 
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economic profit through the exploitation of natural resources completely ignores basic human 

rights and the importance of protecting the environment. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical Geographic Breakdown of Ecuadorian Demographics 

In order to understand the struggle of the indigenous people in the Amazon, we must first 

observe the implications of the ethnographic and demographic classification between cultures, 

which is driven, in a sense, by historical consciousness. As Andrew Canessa argues, “a claim to 

indigeneity is a claim to justice based not simply on historical priority but a sense of historical 

injustice” (Huarcaya, 2018).  Many different indigenous communities live in the Ecuadorian 

Amazon. Some communities include the Waorani, the Curaray River group, the Sarayaku, and 

the Taromenane. Each distinct community has made its own choice (or lack thereof), as to 

whether or not they want to have contact with the outside world. The choice of isolation should 

come as a fundamental human right, just as the Western world associates property rights with 

basic human rights. The history of Ecuador is a history of colonization and oppression, from the 

tribes of the northern Highlands being conquered by the Incan empire, and then the Spanish 

colonization beginning in 1532. The country’s fundamentals of oppression create a systematic 

hierarchy that usually involves placing indigenous communities on the lowest tier. A significant 

question that we must ask ourselves when delving into this topic is if all human rights should 

have equal protection, or if more marginalized, one-of-a-kind cultures should be prioritized when 

human rights come into conflict. 
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Ecuador’s Environmental and Developmental Context 

Harsh environmental damages from El Niño led to Ecuador being billions of dollars in debt. This 

may have contributed to Ecuador’s later desperation for money, and therefore may have led to 

the persistence of oil drilling. Rafael Correa, Ecuador’s president, committed himself to social 

spending and planning, yet he soon realized that a country very in debt from its structural 

damage from El Niño would not have enough money to create great benefits for its citizens. His 

presidency is characterized by an attempt to entangle both ecological conservation and 

widespread national development. In an effort to raise money while protecting the biodiversity 

hotspot that is the Ecuadorian Amazon, Correa attempted to raise money from other countries, in 

a movement called the “Yasuni Initiative,” in which the international community could donate 

money to conserve the natural environment of the Amazon and the Yasuni province, in general. 

This initiative unfortunately failed. This brings up the debate on the definition of “development” 

and how it pertains to environmental conservation.  The more universally accepted ideas about 

environmental conservation come from already developed, Western countries who say that the 

clear path towards spurring environmental concern is to move along a traditional, capitalistic 

model of development (Eisenstadt, 2017).  However, this idea seems to brush over the harmful 

and arguably most detrimental environmental impacts that occur during the process of 

industrializing or developing. Ecuador is not labeled as a fully developed country, and thus many 

of its citizens have unmet material needs. Nevertheless, for the many communities of indigenous 

people who have been living in the Ecuadorian Amazon for hundreds and hundreds of years, 

these “unmet material needs” are the least of their worries. Since many indigenous communities 

in the Amazon live off of the policy of “sumak kawsay” or “buen vivir” (the good life), they 

have a more holistic view of development in contrast to the Western world’s view. Ecuador 
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became the first country in the world to implement the Rights of Nature, an ode to the 

Amazonian communities and their way of living, stating, “We decide to construct a new form of 

civil society, in diversity and harmony with nature to achieve el buen vivir, el sumak kawsay” 

(Kauffman, 2014).  In Ecuador’s choice to implement the Rights of Nature in their constitution, 

they are displaying a more biocentric viewpoint rather than the anthropocentric view that 

Western countries hold, in which humans dominate the social, political, and economic fronts, 

and nature is used “instrumentally” for the materialistic gain of humankind (Waldmuller, 2015).   

Oil Drilling and its Consequences 

Oil drilling and extractive activities have many unquestioned negative consequences on the 

natural world. For one thing, oil spills are dangerous for humans, animals, and plants, leading to 

possible cancers, reproductive issues, or immune system suppression. There is also the release of 

methane to the atmosphere, which is a dangerous greenhouse gas that contributes to climate 

change. Water and clean-living circumstances should be an inalienable human right that every 

person should have access to regardless of their citizenship and location. With destructive 

extractive activities like the ones occurring in the Ecuadorian Amazon, these amenities become 

more and more scarce.   

Oil Drilling in Ecuador 

Specifically, oil drilling in Ecuador has caused many problems. Many indigenous communities 

have reported people in their community having red spots on their skin and children dying 

because their parents were unaware that the river water was contaminated and not drinkable 

(Business & Human Rights Resource Centre, 2010). Toxic waste pits are strewn throughout the 

land, including many with cancer-producing levels of aromatic hydrocarbons that are much 
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higher than the permitted levels in the United States. This demonstrates that another hidden 

aspect of Western economic development could be improved environmental rights, showcased 

by stricter regulations on water and air quality. A key player in the damaging of the Yasuni 

province of the Amazon is Texaco, an American-based oil company that came to the area in 

1964 and left a disaster behind in 1990. Texaco took advantage of the ignorance of the 

Ecuadorian government, who assumed that a well-renowned American oil company would put as 

much effort into maintaining clean and safe extractive activities as they do in their own country. 

Unfortunately, this was not the case and proves as a testament to the hypocrisy of environmental 

conservation in developed countries, who often times will outsource their environmental, 

industrial “dirty work” to less economically developed countries, who are forced to experience 

the firsthand negative consequences of these practices, like the Amazonian communities in the 

Yasuni province. Texaco dumped the harmful wastewater into nearby lakes and streams, even 

though laws prohibited dumping in the United States by the time Texaco operated in Ecuador. 

The morality and global consciousness of these oil corporations prove a violation to human 

rights, showing that even when we have the knowledge of the extent of the damage that these 

extractive activities do, the lives and rights of the people living in developing countries mean less 

to the oil companies than the lives of US citizens.  

Human Rights Involved 

Property Rights 

For the indigenous communities living in the Amazon, legal ties and contracts may not be the 

means they have to obtain legal protection for their land. Even when they are able to find legal 

means to the land, the government does not do its part to protect this land, and many times when 

economic profit is in the question, extractive activities will take precedence over the people’s 
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property rights. International standards for property rights base land value on its economic worth, 

including the natural resources it offers. Property rights from a Western standpoint consider 

ownership on a more individualistic basis, allowing people to feel as though they are physically 

and legally entitled to the land and all of its resources. Indigenous property rights have less of a 

basis in legality or physical ownership. They are not typically individualistic and belong to the 

community as a whole. The land also does not truly “belong” to anyone, and indigenous 

communities wouldn’t characterize land ownership as possible, since they believe all animals 

and plants are equivalent to humans. Property rights prove to be a subcategory of human rights 

because equal access to shelter or a place to live should be widely available to all and should be 

protected under any government that vows to protect its citizens. The dichotomy of views on 

property rights act as a key factor in this issue.  

Cultural Rights 

Cultural rights exist in many countries. In the United States, peyote is an illegal substance, 

however it is legal for the members of the Native American Church. This is an example of the 

government amending its laws to fit the specifics of cultural rights. This fits right into the 

differing definitions of property rights because the indigenous communities’ views of buen vivir 

or sumak kawsay, acknowledging the “rights of nature,” should fall under cultural rights that are 

protected by the government. Indigenous communities have the right to practice their beliefs and 

be protected, rather than be forced to conform to the monetary and commodified definitions of 

land use that the Western world abides by. Though the new 2008 Ecuadorian constitution 

includes the “Rights of Nature” and protection for the cultural rights of indigenous communities 

in the Amazon, extractive oil activities are an exception, most likely because it interferes with 

economic profit and rights (Korn, 2018). An example of a specific indigenous community in the 
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Ecuadorian Amazon are the Waorani tribes, who can be divided into three groups. One of the 

groups was converted to Christianity by missionaries in the 1950s and has settled into modern 

developments. The second group has been recently contacted by the outside world, yet still 

maintains its traditional ways of living with limited interaction with outsiders. The third group of 

Waorani is the Taromenane and Tagaeri tribes, who live isolated and uncontacted by the outside 

world, and are still quite hostile towards external influences. Many people in the Western world 

are skeptical and astonished that people are still able to live off of the land of the Yasuni 

Amazonian province, solely by hunting and harvesting, and though their numbers may be 

dwindling, the rich culture of the Amazonian tribes remain intact. This brings about another 

question about cultural rights. Should the rights of rare, historically rich cultures like the 

Waorani in the Amazon be prioritized over more widespread, modern Western cultural rights? 

Can a larger material value be placed on rarer cultures, just like it is on rarer jewels or material 

items? Cultural rights are inherently tied with human rights because culture is what makes us 

uniquely human, and the right for freedom of speech, religion, etc. is greatly tied to cultural 

rights.  

Green Rights 

In the case of Ecuador, green rights are greatly tied to the cultural rights of the indigenous 

communities. For the Waorani tribe, they “don’t distinguish between the health of their people 

and the health of their rainforest” (Korn, 2018). Though every person should be entitled to access 

to clean air, water, and natural resources, it is of particular importance to the indigenous 

communities who rely on the land directly surrounding them in order to live. Also, since the 

Amazon and the Yasuni province are biodiversity hotspots, it is in the interest and the green 

rights of the entire world to protect the endangered wildlife that is present here -- for option 
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value, a person’s possible future use, bequest value, usage by future generations, or existence 

value (just knowing these species or natural landmarks exist). Green rights are associated with 

human rights because the health of the environment and natural resources are often times 

associated with human health, and the right to a safe, healthy life is innately categorized as a 

human right. Green rights are often times associated with leftist, progressive ideology and at 

times may come in conflict with more capitalistic, economic rights.  

Economic Rights 

Though we have discussed many of the rights of indigenous communities in the previous 

sections, we also must acknowledge the rights of oil companies and governments to perpetuate 

the capitalist system and pursue financial gain. As long as the world economy demands the use 

of fossil fuels, oil companies must extract and provide for these demands. The Ecuadorian 

government is an example of a regime that is in heavy debt. Their right to pursue economic gain 

is based on a utilitarian desire to provide resources for the majority of the population in the forms 

of social spending and better infrastructure. Economic rights should be classified as human rights 

as well, going off of the idea that all people should have the right to pursue success and 

economic gain to attain a better quality of living. These rights get complicated, however, when 

many different areas of human rights become interconnected.  
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CASE ANALYSIS 

 

The environmental and human rights battle surrounding oil drilling in the Yasuni 

National Park is a gray and convoluted conflict. There are many groups at play in this battle such 

as the native tribes in the area, the Ecuadorian government, scientists, multinational oil 

corporations, and more. Oil drilling in the Amazon is a difficult issue to address as it involves the 

question of what rights and whose rights matter more: the environmental and human rights of 

local peoples or the economic rights of a country? There are various implications of drilling in 

the area such as worsened climate change based on lessened biodiversity, increased health risks 

for local populations, threatened sovereignty of the Ecuadorian people, and furthered economic 

development. 

The Ecuadorian government initially did not wish to drill in Yasuni National Park. 

Although they desired the oil revenue for social services funding, the government was hoping to 

receive donations from outside countries and governments given the positive impact Yasuni has 

on the battle against climate change. Ecuadorian president Rafael Correa presented the Yasuni 

Initiative in 2007 in which he “offered to leave the oil in the ground in return for $3.6bn (£3bn) 

compensation from the global community, but the plan was scrapped six years later with less 

than 10% of the target figure raised” (Watts, 2018). Once this plan failed, the oil drilling 

commenced. By 2008, Ecuador was in upwards of $3 billion of debt. Desperately trying to find 

economic stability for his country, Correa struck a deal with China in 2008 in which China 

loaned Ecuador $1 billion in exchange for Ecuador’s oil reserves (Goldman, 2017). Even today, 

China is in control of most of Ecuador’s oil and is responsible for billions of dollars in financing.  

There was a referendum to pause the oil drilling in Ecuador in 2014, which garnered 

major local support through petitions (Vidal, 2014). However, the National Electoral Council 
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claims that most of the signatures on these petitions were fraudulent, insinuating that there 

actually was little local support to stop the drilling. What this tells us is that the government does 

not particularly care about the park or the negative effects of oil drilling, but rather just cares 

about the revenue the drilling brings in. The way the government has tried to cover up the local 

people’s desire for lessened oil drilling is not only unjust but telling of their intentions. It is 

estimated that about 1.67 billion barrels of oil were found in the Yasuni province. This amounts 

to about 17 days’ worth of oil based on the national average consumption standards. In short, the 

government is willing and in the process of defiling one of the world’s most biodiverse hotspots 

in exchange for less than a month’s supply of oil.  

When Correa agreed to the oil drilling deal with China, he claimed that the money 

Ecuador would earn from its participation in oil extraction would go towards addressing the 

poverty issues in the country (Vidal, 2016). Correa’s promise and the potential for alleviating 

poverty excused oil drilling and allowed the constitution's protection of the environment to be 

overridden. While this statement seemed like a promising compromise based on Ecuador’s need 

for economic stability, Correa has yet to use this money to address poverty in his country. 

Nevertheless, only time will tell who benefits from the oil extraction: the Ecuadorian people, the 

government, or just the multinational oil corporations.  

An often overlooked but extremely crucial aspect of the oil drilling debate is how the 

native peoples in the region would be affected by the drilling. Oil drilling in the area threatens 

the cultural, property, green, and basic human rights of the local people. Native tribes in the area, 

like the Waorani tribe, rely on their surroundings and the forests to provide them with food and 

security. Although the physical oil drilling hasn’t directly reached the tribes’ land yet, the 

invasion of these oil companies is taking a toll. One member of the tribe, Penti Baihua, explained 



13 

how he has seen oil spills contaminate the jungle and eliminate the food that many indigenous 

people depend on (Korn, 2018). The food shortages will potentially spark conflict between the 

different tribes in the area. Journalist Peter Korn explained that, before the oil drilling, tribes 

knew where their boundaries were and could respect each other’s spaces, but “now, in a 

shrinking rainforest, their movements aren’t as predictable, and unexpected encounters lead to 

death and revenge” (Korn, 2018). Villager Baihua predicts that the more oil is extracted, the 

more likely a battle for survival will ensure in the Yasuni National Park (Korn, 2018). All of this 

tension is based on the need for food and water, but the oil drilling also leads to an overall loss of 

land, damage to the Yasuni ecosystem, and loss of records of cultural ancestral beliefs. In short, 

the native peoples living in this area of the Ecuadorian Amazon are losing on all fronts when the 

Ecuadorian government continues to allow oil drilling in their homes. 

Arguably the most tragic reality of the oil drilling in the Ecuadorian Amazon is the loss 

of the biodiversity in the area and its potential implications in regard to climate change. Several 

scientists who mapped out biodiversity hotspots and oil drilling sites concluded that the current 

environmental practices in the Amazon “cannot adequately protect the diversity of species and 

ecosystems against the development of the oil industry and other human threats” (Lessmann, et 

al., 2016). The scientists point out that it is dire to protect the biodiversity in this area of the 

Amazon as other areas have already been depleted. One of the main purposes of the drilling in 

Ecuador was to make money that the country could use for social services. However, the Yasuni 

National Park is one of Ecuador’s most popular attractions, so by defiling the park, not only are 

they degrading the Amazon rainforest, but also weakening a tourist attraction and taking money 

away from social service revenues. Therefore, none of the money going toward this oil drilling is 

actually going back to the people and is further lessening the value of the land and the country.  
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According to the Academy of Sciences, the extraction of the oil in the Yasuni National 

Park “would release some 410 million metric tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere” 

(Goldman, 2017). The added pollution on top of the physical damage done to the Amazon makes 

the war against climate change even more difficult. The extractive actions of obtaining the oil are  

carbon-producing already, but the negative effects become amplified when this oil is utilized as 

fossil fuel. The Amazon is a vast source of oxygen and habitats that aid the world’s 

environmental longevity. Without the unique plant and animal species provided by the Amazon, 

the world risks a loss in diversity and environmental wellness. The extensive drilling in the 

Amazon also opens up the following question: if one of the world's most biodiverse and unique 

environments is not safe from oil drilling, is anywhere safe? 

Although Ecuador was the first country to include the “Right to Nature” in its 

constitution, it has made an exception for oil drilling which does not align with its commitment 

to protecting the human rights of its people. Title 2, Chapter 2: Rights of the Good Way of Living 

(Buen Vivir) of the Ecuador Constitution states that if the degradation of the environment 

benefits the state, the rights of nature can be overridden. The Labyrinth of Translation: A Tzeltal 

Version of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the native translation of the Ecuadorian 

Constitution, asserts the importance of health and wellbeing as rights relative to the social and 

economic rights stated in the original document. Ramón Pedro Pitarch argues that The Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights in its Tzeltal version is proposed “as a means of improving the 

health of human beings” (Pitarch, 2008). Although the Tzeltal tribe is different than the tribes in 

the Ecuadorian Amazon, they share their biocentric views of the environment and understand the 

holistic wellness needed for people and land to survive in harmony. In our modern world, we 

must understand this relationship between the health of people and the health of the environment, 
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as they are directly related. Because of the destruction of the Ecuadorian Amazon caused by oil 

extraction, the health of the people living there is inherently affected. The disruption of the 

ecosystem will surely alter the daily lives and health of the native tribes, and, eventually, the 

lives of people around the world. 

The Ecuadorian government is sacrificing an international natural treasure in order to pay 

its debt at an unimaginable cost. People locally, nationally, and internationally will be and are 

affected by the drilling and destruction in this area. Despite the government’s promise that the 

revenue from oil drilling will go towards bettering the country, oil drilling in the Ecuadorian 

Amazon has had grave effects on the health of the environment and the people. The loss of 

biodiversity in the area threatens the rights of the land and the local people. Oil drilling in the 

Ecuadorian Amazon has led to a series of human rights injustices that are unmatched by the 

revenue the Ecuadorian government has gotten from these extraction practices. While there is no 

clear end to these practices, increased global awareness may be a good place to start. 
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CASE FILE 

Watts, Jonathan. “New Round of Oil Drilling Goes Deeper into Ecuador's Yasuní National 

Park.” The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 10 Jan. 2018, 

www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jan/10/new-round-of-oil-drilling-goes-deeper-into-

ecuadors-yasuni-national-park. 

 

The article “New Round of Oil Drilling Goes Deeper into Ecuador’s Yasuní National Park” 

written by Jonathan Watts of the The Guardian gives a recent status update with regard to 

Ecuadorian oil drilling In the Amazon. Watts explains that the oil company (Petroamazonas) 

intends to do minimal damage to the rainforest with their extraction although there is no 

guarantee. There also two native tribes in the area who are in jeopardy. President Moreno used to 

be praised for his promise to the UN to protect the Amazon. Moreno is still making this promise 

of protection however the actions of the oil company shows his true loyalty.  

 

In general the article is short and sweet. Usually I would criticize the briefness of the article, 

however The Guardian has covered this specific topic multiple times over the years. It is meant 

to be a status update. This briefness can also be seen as a strength given the short attention spans 

of people these days. The reader learns everything they need to know about the players in the 

Yasuní National Park environmental conflict in a page of content. The Guardian has clout for 

being an independent and unbiased news source. As far as authors go, Jonathan Watts is as 

respected as an author can get, being that he is The Guardian’s Global Environment editor. What 

is great about Watts is how gives the policy positions of all the different players, while also 

referencing facts and their past behaviors. Overall this is a very strong article.  

 

This article will work wonders for our assignment. For one it brings up the environmental rights 

found in the Ecuadorian constitution. Rights to a clean and safe environment are crucial to our 

dossier project. It also gives a recent status update with regard to all of the key players in the oil 

drilling conflict. Having a current news article about our topic is essential. The article also 

references the balance of economic development vs environmental protection. There could not 

be a better article for the dossier.  

 

Tags: Ecuador, Yasuní National Park, Green Rights, Oil Drilling, Native Rights, The Guardian, 

Environmentalism. 

 

 

Goldman, Jason G. “Ecuador Has Begun Drilling for Oil in the World's Richest Rainforest.” 

Vox.com, Vox Media/ California Academy of Sciences, 14 Jan. 2017, www.vox.com/energy-

and-environment/2017/1/14/14265958/ecuador-drilling-oil-rainforest. 

 

“Ecuador Has Begun Drilling for Oil in the World’s Richest Rainforest.” Written by Jason G. 

Goldman for Vox news; originally published by bioGraphic of the California Academy of 

Sciences really dives deep into the issue of Yasuní National Park’s oil controversy. The country 

of Ecuador receives 1/3rd of its budget from oil and in the past has asked the world to cover that 

cost in exchange for the environmental benefits of keeping the rainforest intact and pure. The 

world failed to pay up and now Ecuador is looking out for itself however at the cost of one of the 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jan/10/new-round-of-oil-drilling-goes-deeper-into-ecuadors-yasuni-national-park
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jan/10/new-round-of-oil-drilling-goes-deeper-into-ecuadors-yasuni-national-park
http://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2017/1/14/14265958/ecuador-drilling-oil-rainforest
http://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2017/1/14/14265958/ecuador-drilling-oil-rainforest
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most biologically diverse locations in the world. This article covers the specific environmental 

issues and compares the Ecuadorian actions to that of Peru.  

 

The Author was chosen by the California Academy of Sciences and is a Dr so he is legitimate. 

Vox has a history of supporting the environment with their news stories so overall the article can 

be trusted. The biggest strengths of the article are the details and pictures(by Phil Torres). Instead 

of just mentioning various species of plant life and rainforest creatures the reader actually can 

see what the author is trying to save. The article definitely leans on the environmental side 

however given the state of the world with regard to climate change this bias is not necessarily a 

bad thing. The author also notes the influence of oil on the Ecuadorian economy.  

 

This article will be a great resource for general knowledge and pictures. Being able to show the 

readers what our objective is, what we are trying to protect will aid in our persuasion. The 

amount of scientific knowledge showcased in said article will also assist the readers and our 

team in becoming “mini experts” in the battle for the Ecuadorian Rainforest.  

 

Tags: Ecuador, Yasuní National Park, Green Rights, Oil Drilling, Native Rights, California 

Academy of Sciences, Vox News, Ecology,  

 

 

Vidal, John. “Ecuador Rejects Petition to Stop Oil Drilling in Yasuni National Park.” The 

Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 8 May 2014, 

www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/may/08/ecuador-rejects-petition-oil-drilling-yasuni. 

 

“Ecuador rejects petition to stop oil drilling in Yasuni national park” by John Vidal of The 

Guardian addresses a 2014 petition scandal. Citizens of Ecuador signed a petition in order to gain 

a referendum to prevent oil drilling. The petition reached much greater than their target numbers 

however the voting organization that reviewed the petition claims fraud. President Correa is in 

favor of the drilling using the oil funds to combat poverty. It is interesting to see how this issue 

has progressed over the years. 

 

John Vidal is the former Environment Editor for The Guardian. He is fair in his assessment and 

collection of the facts. The strength of the article lies in the different perspectives. He shares the 

view of the corporations/president and he shares the view of the environmentalists/natives. The 

Guardian has been covering this topic for years, many times the same authors will write different 

stories for the same issue. This strengthens the power of the stories and paints a more cohesive 

picture of the issue. Although a Guardian article or two may be somewhat persuasive, having 

multiple throughout the years, each diving into a specific aspect of the story really fleshes out the 

actors involved.  

 

This article will serve our project well by establishing a history of the oligarchy influencing 

policy in Ecuador. The other articles are more in depth and recent, but by showing a pattern of 

the people and environment being stepped on by the powerful perhaps we can more strongly 

convey our message. This article will also be useful for our counter argument, given who 

president Correa intended on using the oil profits to help raise the poor out of poverty.   

 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/may/08/ecuador-rejects-petition-oil-drilling-yasuni
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Tags: Ecuador, Yasuní National Park, Green Rights, Oil Drilling, Native Rights, The Guardian, 

Conservation 

 

 

Lessmann, Janeth, et al. “Large Expansion of Oil Industry in the Ecuadorian Amazon: 

Biodiversity Vulnerability and Conservation Alternatives.” Ecology and Evolution, vol. 6, no. 

14, 2016, pp. 4997–5012., doi:10.1002/ece3.2099. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4979723/ 

 

Janeth Lessmann, Javier Fajardo,Jesús Muñoz, and Elisa Bonaccorso from National Center for 

Biotechnology Information in their study “Large expansion of oil industry in the Ecuadorian 

Amazon: biodiversity vulnerability and conservation alternatives” explore the different zones for 

conservation and for oil drilling. The authors give a handful of proposals to maximize the safety 

of the regions biodiversity 

 

The biggest strength with this journal is also its biggest weakness, how specific and scientific it 

is. The authors are definitely knowledgeable and willing to compromise. However according to 

their findings and charts, the areas with the most biodiversity also happen to be the ideal spots 

for drilling. Overall the authors seem unbiased given their multiple proposals on how to 

minimize environmental impact. They are willing compromise with the corporations. Another 

strength of this study is the long list of References and the various tables/charts/maps. The 

thoroughness and effort put in is evident. Plus many people are visual learners.  

 

This Journal will be instrumental for our dossier project given its respectability and evidence. 

Being able to give exact statistics about our topic will make our group far more persuasive. It 

also shows the willingness to compromise on the side of the scientific community. Given the 

coziness of the Ecuadorian government and the oil corporations, having a US government 

backed scientific organization support environmentalism is very reassuring and gives the reader a 

lot of hope. The visual learning tools will also be invaluable. The graphs, charts and maps will 

not only teach our project group about the issue but perhaps our classmates too.  

 

Tags: Ecuador, Yasuní National Park, Green Rights, Oil Drilling, Ecology, Biodiversity, NCBI, 

US National Library of Medicine. 

 

 

Vidal, John. “Oil Drilling Underway beneath Ecuador's Yasuní National Park.” The Guardian, 

Guardian News and Media, 26 Oct. 2016, www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/oct/26/oil-

drilling-underway-beneath-ecuadors-yasuni-national-park. 

 

The Guardian article “Oil drilling underway beneath Ecuador's Yasuní national park” continues 

the story and coverage of this divisive issue. Written by John Vidal, the article covers President 

Correa’s initial plan of gathering funds in order to refrain from oil drilling. However since the 

plan did not raise enough money, the oil drilling has now commenced. There are two nomadic 

tribes in the national park who are in jeopardy and the national park is one of the world’s greatest 

biodiversity hotspots. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/oct/26/oil-drilling-underway-beneath-ecuadors-yasuni-national-park
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/oct/26/oil-drilling-underway-beneath-ecuadors-yasuni-national-park
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The author, John Vidal, was the former environment editor for The Guardian and has written 

about this topic before. What is strong about the article is the continued coverage. There are 

countless stories about this specific topic(Yasuni National Park) from The Guardian, and being 

able to see the issue develop chronologically is quite powerful. Overall the author clearly cares 

about the environment but that does not make him biased. He even quotes government 

representatives who share their plans of using the oil wealth to help the poor in Ecuador. Another 

quote he shares is on how the Ecuadorian government intends on drilling while also protecting 

the environment, although this sounds too good to be true.  

 

The importance of this article and all of The Guardian articles really is to show the chronological 

story of the oil drilling in the Yasuni National park. This article will help our project explain the 

actions of the government and give a more detailed history of the issue. Of course environmental 

rights are important, so what reasons does a government give to violate them? 

 

Tags: Ecuador, Yasuní National Park, Green Rights, Oil Drilling, Ecology, The Guardian  

 

 

Fela, Jen. “Oil drilling threatens biodiversity in Ecuador.” Frontiers in Ecology and the 

Environment. Vol. 14 No. 7 p 348.  

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/44001055?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador

&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3

Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-

1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A96d0517087f197763f8cd

cdd292a263f&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 

 

The article talks about the political stance behind the environmental issue of oil drilling in the 

Yasuni province of the Amazon in Ecuador.  In many cases, different incentives will be 

implemented to put a monetary benefit behind conservation.  However, in Ecuador, the old 

president, Rafael Correa, tried to open these incentives to the international community, saying if 

they were able to raise the amount of money that Ecuador was supposed to profit from the oil 

drilling, he would not allow the drilling. However, unsurprisingly, this plan failed and Correa 

went ahead with allowing the 200 planned oil wells.  

 

The author seems to take a more environmentally driven stance on the issue. At the end of the 

article, she talks about how 1.67 billion barrels of oil were found in the Yasuni province, but this 

amount would be used in about 17 days based on the national average consumption 

standards.  This fact seems to emphasize the unbalanced tradeoffs of destroying an incredibly 

unique environment and unique indigenous communities to a mere 17 days of oil supply.  

This source will be helpful to our overall project because it gives us political and economic 

contextualization of the environmental degradation stemming from the oil drilling in the 

Amazon. Human rights seems to be an umbrella term that encompasses environmental and 

property rights, so this article shows the government indirectly and directly violating human 

rights of the indigenous communities, as well as the “Rights of Nature”, which is a portion of the 

Ecuador constitution.  

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/44001055?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A96d0517087f197763f8cdcdd292a263f&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44001055?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A96d0517087f197763f8cdcdd292a263f&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44001055?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A96d0517087f197763f8cdcdd292a263f&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44001055?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A96d0517087f197763f8cdcdd292a263f&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44001055?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A96d0517087f197763f8cdcdd292a263f&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
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Eisenstadt, Todd et al. “Public Opinion, Vulnerability, and Living with Extraction on Ecuador’s 

Oil Frontier.” Comparative Politics. Vol. 49, No. 2, pp. 231-251. 

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/24886199?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador

&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3

Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-

1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A100cdec4113917f0913c4

bc4bb6cb216&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 

 

In this research journal, the author discusses the correlation between vulnerability to 

environmental change to their concern for the environment.  In many developing countries like 

Ecuador, there is already a greater probability that people will live closer to mining or oil drilling 

sites, since most of the population relies on the land to feed and provide for them.  The journal 

establishes the importance of environmental degradation specifically in Ecuador because only 

4% of Latin America’s population lives in Ecuador, yet it is home to 8% of extractive activities 

of Latin America.  Though there is a clear, Westernized path toward development, consisting of 

industrialization leading to a more developed economy, the typical ideas of development in 

Ecuador go off of the idea of finding an equilibrium state of buen vivir, or living in harmony 

with nature.  The author makes an interesting point about how the poor people in Ecuador are 

similar to developed, affluent nations who are just now beginning to care about the environment, 

because Ecuadorians rely on the land and are thus, more vulnerable to environmental 

degradation. The concluding finding of this paper says that people living near extractive sites are 

less affirmative about the environment, and thus less likely to become environmental activists. 

 

The methods the author used to come to her conclusion involved a two part question, providing 

people a list of basic and higher order needs and asking people to answer if they were concerned 

with these things. The second part of the question involved placing environmental concerns as 

the priority the people thought it belonged on a list. People’s concern for the environment was 

measured as the dependent variable. 

 

This source will help us in our dossier because it provides a clear analysis on the prioritizing of 

rights and needs, and this can help us analyze Correa’s desire for social spending, versus 

indigenous communities want to preserve the environment. This dichotomy of views is 

paralleled by the different interpretations of the term “Sumak Kawsay”, or buen vivir in 

Spanish.  Though Correa believed he was upholding a standard of buen vivir, many Ecuadorian 

citizens saw him as a greedy man who was looking for more traditional, Western ideas of 

development. 

 

Vidal, John. “Ecuador drills for oil on edge of pristine forest in Yasuni.” The Guardian.  April 

4th, 2016, https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/apr/04/ecuador-drills-for-oil-on-

edge-of-pristine-rainforest-in-yasuni 

 

In this newspaper article, the debate of the drilling in the Yasuni province is discussed.  Since 

Ecuador was the first country to every put the “Rights of Nature” clause in their constitution, it 

was thought to be one of the most environmentally friendly nation in the world. However, the oil 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/24886199?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A100cdec4113917f0913c4bc4bb6cb216&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24886199?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A100cdec4113917f0913c4bc4bb6cb216&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24886199?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A100cdec4113917f0913c4bc4bb6cb216&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24886199?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A100cdec4113917f0913c4bc4bb6cb216&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24886199?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=ecuador&searchText=oil&searchText=drilling&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Decuador%2Boil%2Bdrilling&ab_segments=0%2Fdefault-1%2Frelevance_config_with_defaults_duplicate&refreqid=search%3A100cdec4113917f0913c4bc4bb6cb216&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/apr/04/ecuador-drills-for-oil-on-edge-of-pristine-rainforest-in-yasuni
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/apr/04/ecuador-drills-for-oil-on-edge-of-pristine-rainforest-in-yasuni
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drilling in the Yasuni or ITT province of the Amazon, that was supposed to remain protected, 

would counteract this whole reputation.  Ecuador’s location makes it a biodiversity “hotspot”, 

being home to the largest number of species in one area in the whole world. Despite attempts to 

prevent oil drilling in the province, ex-president Rafael Correa ended up caving.  He started an 

international campaign called “the Yasuni Initiative” to try and garner international support to 

defend the rainforest, with an idealistic goal of raising 3.6 billion dollars. Unfortunately, this 

attempt was unsuccessful and Correa ended up arguing that the drilling would have to happen to 

raise money for social spending and poverty recovery.  Besides just being home to many unique 

plant and animal species, the Yasuni province is home to two uncontacted indigenous 

communities, the Taegari and the Taromenane.   

 

It seems as though the author is more biased toward the environmental side of the issue, as he 

states that the revenue gained from the oil drilling is not even that much, in a market that is 

flooded with oil reserves from Iran and oil prices are going down.  However, he does discuss 

multiple factors that are involved in the issue, including the indigenous communities, the 

wildlife, environmental organizations, as well as the government or state of Ecuador in general.  

 

This article can help in our dossier because it identifies key players and their intentions.  This 

will help us identify the hierarchy of human rights and the actions and priorities that one will 

take in order to preserve, or on the other hand, when it is considered not worth it to preserve. 

 

 

Kauffman, Craig et al. “Scaling Up Buen Vivir: Globalizing Local Environment.”  Global 

Environmental Politics. Vol. 14, No. 1, pp. 40-58, https://muse.jhu.edu/article/537047 

 

In the author’s research, he states the age old dilemma of the Western development model, as 

development defined as economic growth, versus the indigenous ideas of living with nature.  He 

states that most people agree that the fundamental issues causing environmental degradation to 

human involvement in the environment in general.  The idea of buen vivir, which relates to the 

indigenous view of development, harnesses the idea of the community, encompassing nature, 

whereas Western views of development are centered on individuals opposing the community, 

and society opposing nature.  He outlines an ability to combine human rights with the rights of 

nature, and the framing of the right to live in a healthy environment as a human right.  Many 

environmental conferences have been held in Ecuador, as a testament to the revolutionary nature 

of implementing the rights of nature in their constitution. 

The authors have a lot of history in Ecuador, including Pamela Martin who was a Fulbright 

Scholar in Ecuador. They are clearly fans of implementing the indigenous ways of life in order to 

take a more holistic approach on living on this Earth, with the environment.   

 

This source will be helpful for our dossier because it makes a clear argument combining rights of 

nature and human rights. It would be a difficult argument to make that human rights should 

apply to nature, but nature should have its own set of rights in the form of the rights of 

nature.  Also, this article may help with prioritizing what human rights should fall in our 

hierarchy because the right to a clean environment is associated with a fundamental right to life, 

as many people, especially in developing countries, directly use the air, water, and land resources 

to sustain their lives.  

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/537047
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Waldmuller, Johannes. “Living Well Rather than Living Better.”  The International Journal of 

Social Quality.” Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 7-28. 

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/44174147?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=rights&s

earchText=of&searchText=nature&searchText=ecuador&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSear

ch%3FQuery%3Drights%2Bof%2Bnature%2Becuador&ab_segments=0%2Ftbsub-

1%2Frelevance_config_with_tbsub&refreqid=search%3A738cc5774677054fadb91f6f1f4782e9

&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 

 

In this journal, Waldmuller discusses the definitions of human rights and human development. 

He discusses fundamental flaws in the fact that both of these definitions have historically taken a 

Eurocentric, liberal approach, which happens to be quite anthropocentric in nature.  In this views, 

nature is seen to only have instrumental value and is greatly commodified and objectified by 

human society.  He recommends a biocentric approach to view human rights and implement 

human rights indicators in order to harness a more holistic and dynamic understanding of the 

interconnectedness of nature and people.  He argues that though rights to nature are important 

and should be equivalent to the rights of humans, there are a lot of aspects of nature that makes 

the categorization of rights a little difficult, since nature does not have preferences or choices that 

they can express, rather than the want to survive and reproduce.  

 

The author of the journal has a lot of experience in the field in Ecuador. He is a well versed 

scholar who has studied the intersection of human rights, human development, and the 

environment. He is clearly interested and favors the biocentric approach, which is why he is so 

interested in Ecuador, since they are the only nation with the rights of nature in their constitution. 

 

This source will be helpful to our dossier because it breaks down more specifics on how to 

categorize human rights, as they talk about the importance of preferences and choices that should 

be available to all people. He also talks about the rights of nature and the necessity of a holistic 

approach combining nature’s right to exist and humans further right to choice and life.   

 

"Human Rights Impacts of Oil Pollution: Ecuador." Business & Human Rights Resource Centre. 

April 14, 2010. Accessed February 19, 2019. https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/human-

rights-impacts-of-oil-pollution-ecuador-22. 

 

The Business and Human Rights Resource Center has combined information from several 

articles that highlight the severity of oil contamination in Ecuador. The report asserts that the oil 

pollution in Ecuador is one of the largest environmental disasters in history, and explores the 

impacts on health, livelihood, and the environment. The three large companies involved in oil 

drilling in Ecuador- Texaco, Chevron, and Petroecuador- continuously deny allegations about 

their role in the degradation of the environment and causing any harm to indigenous/local 

people. A reference from Rainforest Action Network contradicts those statements by mentioning 

that there has been a sharp increase in serious illnesses among indigenous and local people in 

parts of Sucumbios state near the oil operations. These illnesses are connected to the oil 

contamination of soil and water sources that inhabitants use for agriculture, fishing, bathing, and 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/44174147?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=rights&searchText=of&searchText=nature&searchText=ecuador&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Drights%2Bof%2Bnature%2Becuador&ab_segments=0%2Ftbsub-1%2Frelevance_config_with_tbsub&refreqid=search%3A738cc5774677054fadb91f6f1f4782e9&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44174147?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=rights&searchText=of&searchText=nature&searchText=ecuador&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Drights%2Bof%2Bnature%2Becuador&ab_segments=0%2Ftbsub-1%2Frelevance_config_with_tbsub&refreqid=search%3A738cc5774677054fadb91f6f1f4782e9&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44174147?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=rights&searchText=of&searchText=nature&searchText=ecuador&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Drights%2Bof%2Bnature%2Becuador&ab_segments=0%2Ftbsub-1%2Frelevance_config_with_tbsub&refreqid=search%3A738cc5774677054fadb91f6f1f4782e9&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44174147?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=rights&searchText=of&searchText=nature&searchText=ecuador&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Drights%2Bof%2Bnature%2Becuador&ab_segments=0%2Ftbsub-1%2Frelevance_config_with_tbsub&refreqid=search%3A738cc5774677054fadb91f6f1f4782e9&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44174147?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=rights&searchText=of&searchText=nature&searchText=ecuador&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Drights%2Bof%2Bnature%2Becuador&ab_segments=0%2Ftbsub-1%2Frelevance_config_with_tbsub&refreqid=search%3A738cc5774677054fadb91f6f1f4782e9&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
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drinking. This contamination has threatened sources of income for local people, while others 

have been fully displaced from their homes so that the companies can operate and expand. 

 

To justify and prove the intensity of the situation, the article provides statistics and numbers from 

several sources. For example, a quote from former public defender, David Feige, states that there 

were as many as 16 million gallons of spilled crude and approximately 18 billion gallons of 

waste, or “produced” water. The problem of “produced” water, which contains cancer-causing 

hydrocarbons, has been shown to damage human health and cause birth defects. The article 

provides multiple sources to support these detrimental effects on indigenous people and the 

environment, strengthening the ideas presented. 

 

The article provided an overview on the main issues caused by oil drilling companies in Ecuador. 

This overview gives the reader an idea on why and how the green rights of Ecuadorian people 

are being violated. The oil companies’ denial of responsibility, fixing, and paying for damages 

that they have caused to the land and local people proves that this is an ongoing human rights 

issue that needs to be addressed. 

 

Tags: Chevron, Texaco, Petroecuador, oil contamination, “produced” water, Ecuador, 

environment, indigenous 

 

 

Amazon Defense Coalition. "Chevron's Ecuador Cancer Problem: 10,000 People at Risk of 

Contracting Disease in Coming Decades, Says Expert." Chevron in Ecuador. October 14, 2010. 

Accessed February 19, 2019. https://chevroninecuador.org/news-and-multimedia/2010/1014-

chevrons-ecuador-cancer-problem-10-000-people-at-risk. 

 

The Amazon Defense Coalition released a report claiming that approximately 10,000 people in 

Ecuador are at risk of contracting cancer over the next couple of decades as a result of Chevron’s 

billions of gallons of gas waste. Chevron is being charged with dumping 18 billion gallons of 

toxic oil waste into the rainforest and being sued by several residents for clean-up costs. The 

report emphasizes the number of people dying or at risk of dying in/near areas that Chevron 

operated on, stating that the numbers could rise above 10,000 and that there are almost daily oil-

cancer related deaths near these areas. The local Ecuadorian population lives close to many of 

the Chevron oil wells and waste pits, and the company is said to have never mentioned the harm 

in exposure to contamination or to have fenced off any of the hazardous waste pits. 

 

The report is directly from the Amazon Defense Coalition, and includes quotes from legal 

documents, experts, statisticians, and peer-reviewed evaluations to strengthen its arguments. 

Stated in a matter-of-fact manner, the report is well organized and presents results of health 

assessments and jury decisions. After determining that around 10,000 Ecuadorians could be at 

risk, the report demonstrates how statistician, Dr. Rourke, uses methodology and Ecuadorian 

census data to determine the value of each excess cancer death to be $7 million. The article then 

concludes that although Chevron has been charged to pay for some damages, the oil company 

still denies that their oil practices have led to the harm of any person. 

 

https://chevroninecuador.org/news-and-multimedia/2010/1014-chevrons-ecuador-cancer-problem-10-000-people-at-risk
https://chevroninecuador.org/news-and-multimedia/2010/1014-chevrons-ecuador-cancer-problem-10-000-people-at-risk
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This report shows the importance of Ecuadorian people seeking justice for the harm that has 

been or will be put upon them in the future. Chevron’s denial of any responsibility makes it 

impossible for Ecuadorian people to know the whole truth, and without this is it hard to find 

complete justice. Chevron’s negligence in warning local residents about harm from exposure and 

disregard for full clean-up operations is a direct violation of their human rights. 

 

Tags: Chevron, cancer, oil pollution, waste pits 

 

 

Amazon Defense Coalition. "Ecuador Bishop Criticizes Chevron for Its Role in World's Largest 

Oil-Related Catastrophe." Chevron in Ecuador. October 20, 2010. Accessed February 19, 2019. 

https://chevroninecuador.org/news-and-multimedia/2010/1020-ecuador-bishop-criticizes-

chevron-for-its-role-in-worlds-largest-oil-related-catastrophe. 

The Amazon Defense Coalition writes on a letter sent from a prominent Ecuadorian Bishop to 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Bishop Gonzalo Lopez Maranon criticized Chevron for 

harming indigenous and farming communities with toxic contamination. The Bishop ministers to 

farmers and surviving members of indigenous groups who lived near the dumping of 18 billion 

gallons of toxic waste. He claims the thousands of impoverished people living near the oil 

pollution are suffering directly due to the decades of the presence of oil companies. The report 

then shifts to the billions of dollars in damages that Chevron may be charged over violations on 

human health, and explains how big oil companies may have used fraud and abused the 

Ecuadorian government. 

 

Citing quotes from Bishop Gonzalo Lopez Maranon’s letter, the Amazon Defense Council 

provides a primary source on the issues at hand caused by Chevron. The Bishop communicated 

directly with the local and indigenous people affected by oil pollution, offering a unique point of 

view on tasking Bishops in the United States with educating American Catholics and policy 

makers. 

 

The report weaves together the Bishop’s criticism with updates on the lawsuit. The Bishop’s 

critical letter is echoed in the lawsuit brought by 30,000 rainforest residents, which accuses 

Chevron of purposely dumping waste into rivers and streams. Thousands of Ecuadorian people 

are left to suffer the consequences of something they had no say in, while Chevron and other oil 

companies are being let off the hook. Their human rights were overlooked for economic 

benefits  promised to other people, and justice will continue to be yearned for as long as residents 

continue to fight for their rights. 

 

Tags: Bishop Gonzalo Lopez Maranon, Chevron lawsuit, human health violations, ministry, 

toxic waste 

 

 

Korn, Peter. "A Village in Ecuador's Amazon Fights for Life as Oil Wells Move In." NRDC. 

April 04, 2018. Accessed February 20, 2019. https://www.nrdc.org/onearth/village-ecuadors-

amazon-fights-life-oil-wells-move. 
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Journalist Peter Korn travels to Ecuador’s Yasuni National Park and interviews members of the 

Waorani, a small hunter-gatherer tribe that is being affected by the expansion of oil drilling in 

the Amazon. The Waorani rely on their surroundings and the forests to provide them with food 

and security, and although oil drilling hasn’t directly reached their land yet, the invasion of these 

companies is taking a toll. One member of the tribe, Penti Baihua, explains how he sees oil spills 

contaminate the jungle and eliminate the food that many indigenous people depend on. Drilling 

has recently begun on a new oil well a few miles from the village, which is the first well to 

emerge within the National Park. The emergence has sparked the fear that other wells will 

appear, and has brought up the issue of government protection of indigenous people. The 

Ecuadorian government is supposed to protect indigenous people and the Waorani from 

commercial exploitation, but this excludes oil extraction. Further expansion into the territory will 

not only bring unwanted industrialization and degradation, but will promote fighting between 

tribes as untouched land becomes limited. 

 

Peter Korn is an award-winning Oregon journalist, writing this article for the National Resources 

Defense Council (NRDC), a U.S. based international environmental advocacy group that works 

to ensure the rights of all people. Korn begins by giving some background on Yasuni and the 

Waorani people, then explains the fears and expectations the Waorani have of oil companies 

through interviews with a tribe member. Korn then turns his attention to “Ermenegildo” Criollo, 

a leader of another indigenous group, who recalls the destruction of forests for oil fields and 

contamination of river water that made him sick. The use of interviews and experiences of tribe 

members allow a deeper look into some consequences of oil: war and loss of livelihood. 

 

This journal entry shows how often indigenous rights are overlooked by the government. While 

Ecuadorian law may recognize the rights of indigenous tribes to practice their traditional ways of 

life, these rights are not always protected. Individual tribes usually have little to no say in what 

becomes of their land or people, and power is handed over to larger governments. In the case of 

oil drilling, the oil companies will almost always win. While many tribal groups have tried to 

form unified entities, they have very little power and can’t instigate much change. 

 

Tags: Yasuni National Park, Waorani, Penti Baihua, “Ermenegildo” Criollo, oil spills 

 

 

Center for Economic and Social Rights. "Rights Violations in the Ecuadorian Amazon: The 

Human Consequences of Oil Development." Health and Human Rights 1, no. 1 (1994): 82-100. 

doi:10.2307/4065263. 

 

This paper, produced by the Center for Economic and Social Rights at Harvard, targets how the 

link between environmental protection and human rights is ignored by the Ecuadorian 

government in favor of big oil companies. The Ecuadorian Amazon, or Oriente, is the richest 

biotic zone on earth and home to eight different indigenous groups who have lived there for 

thousands of years. The introduction and expansion of oil drilling has led to a large network of 

roads and pipeline, massive amounts of deforestation, and the displacement of indigenous 

people. The presence of the companies has polluted the area with waste, increased the poverty 

rate, and worsened the conditions of indigenous people. A large part of the paper focuses on how 

the government in Ecuador has enacted several ambiguous laws containing weak environmental 
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provisions. The idea that the environment is essential to well-being and human rights is 

completely ignored in Ecuador, whose government has failed to: 1) take precautions to avoid 

contamination to the environment that threatens human health, and 2) to provide judicial 

remedies for the victims. 

 

The paper begins by giving a history of oil development in Ecuador, describes the health impacts 

of crude oil on local residents and indigenous people, and then explains how the government in 

Ecuador has failed to protect the right to health and healthy environments. The paper sites 

academic studies, the United States law system, interviews, and several other political and 

environmental organizations. The paper has been peer reviewed, solidifying the information and 

facts stated. 

 

The spiritual ties, culture, and traditions that bound indigenous people to the land are completely 

disregarded when oil companies are given an area to operate on. The Ecuadorian government has 

refused to recognize indigenous ownership and connection to land, instead allowing big 

companies and new settlers to invade/take their land. The lack of government provisions and the 

weak judicial system in Ecuador deprives citizens of getting the information and justice they 

need- their human rights are not being protected. 

 

Tags: right to environment, right to health, Ecuadorian judicial system, deforestation, indigenous 

displacement, Oriente 

 

 

Finer, Matt, Remi Moncel, and Clinton N. Jenkins. "Leaving the Oil under the Amazon: 

Ecuador's Yasuní-ITT Initiative." Biotropica 42, no. 1 (2010): 63-66. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27742863.  

 

Matt Finer, Remi Moncel, and Clinton Jenkins explore Ecuador’s Yasuní-ITT Initiative in their 

article “Leaving the Oil under the Amazon: Ecuador’s Yasuní-ITT Initiative.” The authors 

present the main goals of the initiative: protecting biodiversity, respecting the rights of 

indigenous peoples, and fighting climate change. They argue that the initiative has the potential 

to make great strides in Ecuador’s oil drilling problem.  

 

This project is strong in its ability to concisely but thoroughly present the Yasuní-ITT Initiative 

in a way that is detailed and readable. The authors split up the article into sections that highlight 

the need for the initiative as well its potential restrictions. The authors make a short, direct 

conclusion which ties all of their research together but doesn’t push an opinion on the reader. 

The authors of this paper are credible, with diverse and relevant experience. Finer is a specialist 

in the conservation of the Amazon, Moncel is an attorney focused on environmental and human 

rights issues, and Jenkins is an ecology professor teaching in Brazil. The intended audience of 

the article seems to be those who are not convinced that the Yasuní-ITT Initiative will make a 

difference in Ecuador’s anti-oil drilling movement.  

 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27742863
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This article gives a detailed background on the Yasuní-ITT Initiative and its potential benefits 

and disadvantages, which is applicable to our research on the human rights injustices 

experienced by the people living in these areas. The background on the initiative that this project 

provides could help in our research of how the Ecuadorian people are fighting for their rights 

despite the oil drilling culture in the Amazon. 

 

Tags: Yasuní-ITT Initiative, Ecuador, Amazon, oil drilling, biodiversity, climate change, human 

rights 

 

 

Moolgavkar, Suresh H., Ellen T. Chang, Heather Watson, and Edmund C. Lau. "Cancer 

Mortality and Quantitative Oil Production in the Amazon Region of Ecuador, 1990–2010." 

Cancer Causes & Control 25, no. 1 (2014): 59-72. http://www.jstor.org/stable/24717129.  

 

Suresh Moolgavkar, Ellen Chang, Heather Watson, and Edmund Lau study the prevalence of 

cancer mortality in Ecuador related to oil production in their article “Cancer Mortality and 

Quantitative Oil Production in the Amazon Region of Ecuador, 1990-2010.” For this study, the 

researchers collected quantitative exposure data to determine if oil production in the Oriente 

region of Ecuador increases the rates of cancer mortality in the people there. The researchers 

found that there was no significant increase in risk of cancer mortality caused by the oil 

production in this region of the Amazon.  

 

The authors present their data and findings in a readable yet scientific fashion. They use various 

graphics to clearly demonstrate their findings, and put forward all of the data in a way that guides 

the reader to come to an informed conclusion. Authors Moolgavkar, Chang, Watson, and Lau all 

have extensive experience in epidemiology, biostatistics, quantitative risk assessment, and data 

analysis in the field of health science. They are all more than qualified to conduct this 

experiment, and do so from an unbiased standpoint. The intended audience for their project 

seems to be those interested in the effects of oil production on the health of nearby citizens. 

 

Our research on the human rights injustices affecting the Ecuadorian people living near oil 

drilling and production sites deals heavily with health concerns. One of the impacts of oil drilling 

that we hope to explore is how it could affect the health of the people living nearby, including if 

it would put them at risk for developing cancer. The scientists who conducted this study believe 

that the oil production in the Oriente region has not impacted cancer risk. This conclusion may 

urge us to look at other forms of human rights injustices occurring in the area rather than 

focusing on health rights injustices.  

 

Tags: cancer mortality, cancer, Ecuador, Amazon, oil production, Oriente region, human rights 

 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/24717129
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Vásquez, Patricia I. "Tracing Oil- and Gas-Related Conflicts." In Oil Sparks in the Amazon: 

Local Conflicts, Indigenous Populations, and Natural Resources, 11-35. Athens; London: 

University of Georgia Press, 2014. https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt46n84z.6.  

 

In the chapter “Tracing Oil- and Gas-Related Conflicts,” in her book Oil Sparks in the Amazon: 

Local Conflicts, Indigenous Populations, and Natural Resources, Patricia I. Vásquez explores 

the historical development of oil-related conflicts in Ecuador, Colombia, and Peru, and 

especially in the western Amazon. Vásquez unpacks how the discovery of untapped oil reserves 

in these countries led to decades of conflict due to the dichotomy of wanting economic growth 

but needing environmental sustainability. Vásquez argues that if these conflicts aren’t solved, 

they threaten Latin America’s ability to sustain economic growth and development. 

 

Vásquez breaks down her chapter into sections that highlight the history of each country 

(Ecuador, Colombia, and Peru) and how oil and gas have posed conflicts for their economic 

development. She gives detailed background for each country and uses clear graphics to illustrate 

the magnitude of the oil and gas conflicts in these areas. Patricia Vásquez has done an extensive 

amount of work with extractive industries--specifically oil and gas industries--and focuses most 

of her work on Latin America, as she was born in Argentina. She is a research associate at the 

Centre on Conflict, Development, and Peacebuilding of the Graduate Institute of Geneva, and 

has two published pieces of work on oil conflict in Latin America. 

 

This project can help our group in its exploration of the historical background of oil production 

and drilling in Ecuador. In this chapter, Vásquez gives detailed historical background, explaining 

the cause of the push-back on oil extraction: to maintain biodiversity and the rights of indigenous 

communities. Her research on the topic can help us understand how and why oil production and 

extraction became so prevalent in Ecuador. 

 

Tags: Ecuador, Colombia, Peru, oil conflict, gas conflict, western Amazon, historical 

development, economic growth 

 

 

San Sebastián, M., B. Armstrong, J. A. Córdoba, and C. Stephens. "Exposures and Cancer 

Incidence near Oil Fields in the Amazon Basin of Ecuador." Occupational and Environmental 

Medicine 58, no. 8 (2001): 517-22. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27731537.  

 

M. San Sebastián, B. Armstrong, J. A. Córdoba, and C. Stephens study the effect of oil fields in 

San Carlos, Ecuador on the health of its residents in their article “Exposures and Cancer 

Incidence near oil fields in the Amazon Basin of Ecuador.” The researchers studied the water in 

San Carlos, which is surrounded by oil fields in the Amazon basin. They tested the water for 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt46n84z.6
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27731537
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total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPHs) and then looked at the incidences of various types of 

cancers in the village. Their analysis of the water in the village showed extremely high levels of 

TPHs and concluded that an excess of cancer in the area may be a result of this pollution 

stemming from the oil fields in the nearby Amazon basin.  

 

The authors successfully outline how and why they conducted their study. They explain how 

they conducted the study to answer the concern of the people living in San Carlos, and describe 

how they got to know the village before and while completing their research. The authors use 

graphics like maps and tables to clearly illustrate their findings, and follow them up with a clear, 

concise conclusion. San Sebástian, Armstrong, Córdoba, and Stephens are all experts in 

epidemiology, studying in both Europe and Ecuador. They are seasoned professionals when it 

comes to epidemiology studies, and are fit to conduct a study like this one. 

 

San Sebástian et al.’s study adds to our understanding of the risks posed by the oil practices in 

the Amazon in Ecuador. It counters other studies that have concluded that there is no increase 

risk of cancer mortality to people living near the Amazon in Ecuador, which may drive us to do 

further research on this subtopic.  

 

Tags: Ecuador, San Carlos, Amazon basin, oil fields, cancer incidence, cancer mortality, water 

pollution 

 

 

Davidov, Veronica. "Saving Nature or Performing Sovereignty? Ecuador's Initiative to 'Keep Oil 

in the Ground'." Anthropology Today 28, no. 3 (2012): 12-15. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/23253265.  

 

Veronica Davidov argues that there is more to Ecuador’s Yasuní-ITT Initiative than we believe 

in her article “Saving Nature or Performing Sovereignty? Ecuador’s Initiative to “Keep Oil in the 

Ground.” Davidov looks at how Ecuadorian president Rafael Correa’s Yasuní-ITT proposal has 

been masked as a new, radical environmentalist movement, and she argues that it is much more. 

Davidov pushes that Correa’s Yasuní-ITT Initiative is not only fueled by an environmentalist or 

“green” agenda, but by the desire to have sovereignty over the oil practices in the Yasuní 

National Park. Davidov finds the initiative to be a way to assert Ecuador’s sovereignty through 

its control of nature. 

 

Davidov gets to her conclusion by exploring why the initiative was developed in the first place 

and how it has everything to do with politics. She gives historical background on the culture 

surrounding oil extraction in Ecuador and explains how this culture has greatly affected the 

country’s economy. Veronica Davidov is an assistant professor at Leiden University College in 

the Hague and studies anthropology with a focus on how natural resources are used, specifically 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/23253265
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for extraction and mining. She has focused much of her research on Ecuador and its relationship 

with nature valuation.  

 

Davidov’s project poses a new perspective on the Yasuní-ITT Initiative that could aid in our 

understanding of the complexities surrounding the oil culture in Ecuador. Her article is backed 

by extensive research and can give us insight into the questioning that needs to be done of all 

movements surrounding the oil drilling in Ecuador, even the movements that seem clear in their 

intentions.  

 

Tags: Ecuador, Yasuní-ITT Initiative, Rafael Correa, sovereignty, environmentalism, politics 
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