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Executive Summary 

Brazil is one of the most progressive country in Latin America in terms of 

institutionalized LGBT rights, yet it is the most dangerous country in the world for the LGBT 

community.  The violence against LGBT people in Brazil has recently skyrocketed from its 1

already leading numbers in murders and attacks on people due to their sexual orientation or 

gender identity. This spike has been attributed to the election of now president Jair Bolsonaro, 

who has made international headlines for his extreme hate speech condemning LGBT citizens. 

The new leader of Brazil has gained his political position through a widespread grassroots 

movement, based on a conservative and religious platform.  Bolsonaro’s attitudes towards the 2

LGBT rights are exemplified through blatant statements made in reference to the LGBT 

community: “yes, I’m homophobic – and very proud of it,” and “I would rather have a dead son 

than a gay one”.  These remarks have led to the surge of violence against sexual minority groups, 3

but have only enhanced the discriminatory ideology that has already existed in Brazil for years.  

Brazil has a long standing history of oppression against many groups including women, 

Afro-Brazilians, Indigenous groups, and members of the LGBT community. The discrimination 

that these groups face comes from both the state and societal level and stem from deeply rooted 

Christian beliefs. While Brazil was one of the first countries in Latin America to formally 

separate church and state in 1891, the influence of religion remains a decisive factor in 

legislation and political actions to maintain alignment with the ideology of the Catholic church.  4

1 Dawn Ennis, "Queer Brazilians Fear The Worst Under New President Jair Bolsonaro," Out Magazine - Gay & 
Lesbian Travel, Fashion & Culture, last modified January 15, 2019, 
https://www.out.com/news-opinion/2019/1/15/queer-lgbtq-brazilians-jair-bolsonaro-activism. 
2 Rosana Pienheiro-Machado, "From Hope To Hate The Rise Of Conservative Subjectivity In Brazil" (lecture, UC 
Davis, January 30, 2019). 
3 Ennis, "Queer Brazilians." 
4 Country Studies "Brazil - Roman Catholicism," accessed March 10, 2019, http://countrystudies.us/brazil/42.htm 
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This record of religiously leveraged corruption in the Brazilian government can be most recently 

seen through Bolsonaro’s appointment of an evangelical pastor who pledges to promote 

Christian values above all else as Brazil’s new Human Rights Minister.  5

As a primary function of state governments is to protect the rights of their citizens, it is 

important to understand that state-sponsored isolation and violence against the LGBT 

community threatens the security of rights for all citizens of Brazil. State sponsored violence has 

continued to rise, and in 2016, 4,424 citizens were murdered by police with no repercussions or 

due process, leaving victims and their families with no viable course for justice.  The failure to 6

acknowledge state sponsored acts of violence has created a culture of impunity within Brazil that 

allows for prejudice and homophobia thrive. Despite recent progress gained for LGBT rights, the 

homophobic rhetoric following the election of Bolsonaro has spiked violence that has threatened 

the human right to life, security of person, and to live free from discrimination. Based on 

Bolsonaro’s incitement of anti-LGBT terror, his political goals of repealing the LGBT rights 

won, and his desire to increase police and military presence in public spaces, the human rights of 

LGBT people in Brazil are severely endangered.  7

 

 

 

5 Mauricio Savarese, "Brazil's Bolsonaro Targets LGBT People, Racial Minorities on 1st Day in Office," The Salt 
Lake Tribune, last modified January 3, 2019, 
https://www.sltrib.com/news/nation-world/2019/01/03/brazils-bolsonaro-targets/. 
6 Pienheiro-Machado, "From Hope to Hate." 
7  "The Women Supporting Brazil's Jair Bolsonaro," Breaking News, World News & Multimedia - The New York 
Times, last modified November 2, 2018, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/28/world/americas/jair-bolsonaro-brazil-election-women.html. 
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Historical Context 

The attainment of rights in Brazil has a long history spanning across many regimes. 

Significant advancements occurred during Brazil's military authoritarian rule up through the 

democratic government they have today, laying the groundwork for achieving human and civil 

rights. Early on, like in many other countries, human rights were predominantly afforded to 

ruling upper class citizens. These selective rights included ownership and control over the bodies 

and labor of slaves, women, the lower class, and Indigenous groups. Moreover, upper class 

citizens were greater able to voice their political opinion and influence the political sphere with 

the weight of their pocket books, maintaining their institutional control. In addition to bias in 

favor of the upper class, political agendas were also created to favor the values of the Catholic 

church over those of society at whole. The enormous leverage that religious institutions were 

granted in the political sphere continues to current day. This is especially true in regards to 

reproductive control and freedom of self-determination, among others.  

From a government that did not serve the majority came extreme oppressive practices 

that led women and other oppressed groups to mobilize for various changes in legislature to 

support their basic needs. Over time, the achievement of rights for marginalized groups 

progressed through widespread civil unrest in the form of riots and the organization of social 

movements by activist groups.  While these mobilizations made strides in attaining some rights 

for minority groups, there are still many inequalities that have yet to be properly addressed. 

Many inequalities are fixed in economic cycles of poverty rendering severely limited socio 

economic mobility within Brazil. Despite economic struggles that further challenged these 
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groups, the considerable gains obtained over time for minority groups allows us to acknowledge 

that change is possible.  

Attainment of rights for minority groups in Brazil has been a tedious and slow process. 

To understand the adversity the LGBT community faces in their efforts for equal rights and 

acknowledgment in the Brazilian government, we must understand how other minority groups 

worked towards equality. Prior to the LGBT communities pursuit for rights, women were faced 

with repressive legislation that limited their agency in Brazil. After attaining the right to vote in 

1932, their next battle would be to repeal the Married Women Statute in 1962. This law was 

originally created in 1916 mandating that married women must receive their husbands 

permission to take part in basic daily activities to control their own finances, stating that married 

women in Brazil lacked the capacity to make their own decisions.  The Married Women Statute 8

is a telling example of how legislation was used as a restrictive tool to control and invalidate 

certain sectors of society. Following this statute, women made strides to achieve representation 

in the political sphere of Brazil. With Brazilian politics dominated by elite men, women faced 

constant pushback in their effort to obtain rights for subjects pertaining to women’s issues such 

as reproductive rights, sexual rights and marital rights as they were often a taboo subject in 

Brazilian legislature.  Hurdling these challenging obstacles through social mobilization and 9

activism, women fought for legislation that would grant them rights and change the way 

Brazilian society interpreted human rights as applying to both men and women. The LGBT 

8 Adriana R. Vianna and Sérgio Carrara, "Sexual Politics and Sexual Rights in Brazil:," The Politics of Sexuality in 
Latin America (n.d.), xx, http://www.sxpolitics.org/frontlines/book/pdf/capitulo1_brazil.pdf. 
9  Maria Amélia de Almeida Teles and Susan Bracale-Howard, "Women's Human Rights in Brazil," Peace Review 
18, no. 4 (2006): xx, doi:10.1080/10402650601030419.  
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community continues to follow the path their predecessors laid for them in efforts to attain 

equality for all sexual orientations and gender identities in Brazil.  

Prior to the military coup in 1965, women's activist groups were rallying for military 

intervention of the communist sympathizing government of self proclaimed president, João 

Goulart. With the support of women activists, the military was able to overthrow the government 

and gain control of Brazil.  Following the military coup in 1965, Brazil's military authoritarian 10

regime lasted until 1985. Once in power, the military dictatorship sought to “restore” order and 

rid the nation of all communist sympathizers. Without substantial evidence, thousands of 

Brazilians were imprisoned and tortured. The following Brazilian democracy chose to address 

the past human rights violations by making the families of victims choose a side between either 

truth or justice as reparations to “make right” the atrocities of the pas, but after the end of the 

military dictatorship and transition to democracy, many were forced to forget the past horrors of 

the regime. Only in some cases, reparations were given to families of victims but without 

acknowledgment of the crime was was committed against their loved ones.  These human rights 11

violations that occurred during Brazil's authoritarian rule were better addressed in the 

independently held regional truth commission of 2011. This truth commission came thirty-two 

years after an amnesty law was passed that “forgave” the military for the countless acts of 

indecencies against human rights throughout their rule in 1979.  But, since this truth 12

commission came from an independent organization, and not from the state, the Brazilian 

10 Iasmin Goes, "Between Truth and Amnesia: State Terrorism, Human Rights Violations and Transitional Justice in 
Brazil," European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies | Revista Europea de Estudios 
Latinoamericanos y del Caribe 0, no. 94 (2013): 83-96 , doi:10.18352/erlacs.8395.  
11 Ibid., 84. 
12Goes, "Between Truth and Amnesia," 84. 
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government has yet to formally acknowledge the human rights abuses that they committed 

against their citizens. Unpacking the complexities of human rights violations in throughout the 

authoritarian regime provides us the framework we need to analyze the current climate 

surrounding humans right violations as they pertain to the LGBT community. Brazil’s inability 

to sufficiently make right their past wrongdoings demonstrates the difficulties of moving forward 

in the advancement of rights while the state continues to ignore their past contributions to the 

suppression and abuse of Brazilians citizens’ rights.  

In 1988, the current Brazilian constitution laid the foundations for the democratic 

government that they have today. With the new constitution, rights that were never otherwise 

discussed were granted legitimacy, like that of gender equality. The acknowledgement of rights 

being equal amongst both men and women created legislation that protected women's rights in 

the workplace and empowered anti discrimination activists to push for more ground. Despite 

their triumphant gain of legitimizing women in the workforce, women continued to be restricted 

at the societal level. Reproductive rights for women even today are still subjected to the opinions 

of men. Abortion laws to this day are widely restricted, and women may only be granted an 

abortion in cases of rape or when the health of the mother is in danger that would result in death.

 Constant barriers challenging the attainment of equal rights is something that similarly to 13

women’s rights, the LGBT community is likewise met with, and despite these barriers, they 

continue to persevere. 

Achievement of rights for minority groups in Brazil continues to be a drawn out process 

as exemplified by process of attaining women's rights. Human rights are intended for all persons 

13 Vianna and Carrara, "Sex Politics and Sexual Rights in Brazil," xx.  
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of society, not just those in power and the elite who can afford them. While gaining rights for 

political equality are important steps, it has not hindered the bigotry waged against women, 

LGBT, and other minorities in Brazil. Women and the LGBT community have endured sexual 

assault at overwhelming rates  In Brazil, femicide, which is a term coined based on the 14

overwhelming homicide rates of women, takes place leaving four women murdered each day. 

The alarming violence that both women and transgender people face at the hands of men in 

Brazil is painstaking. Brazil holds the fifth highest femicide rate in the world. Human rights 

activists across international lines are recognizing the need for intervention.  According to the 15

Guardian, “black women, those belonging to indigenous groups and the LGBT community, as 

well as female politicians and human rights activists are most at risk of being killed.”  16

The LGBT community in Brazil has made bounds towards a more equal society in Brazil 

through the implementation of laws protecting their rights. In 1988, homosexual activity was 

legalized after it had previously been illegal to engage in non-heterosexual acts.  Conversion 17

therapy to “fix” LGBT persons was officially banned in Brazil in 1999. In 2000, same sex 

couples were legally allowed to adopt children. The enlistment and acceptance of LGBT persons 

in the military of Brazil became legal in 2005. Same sex marriage was legalized on May 14th, 

2013, granting persons of the same sex a legal union recognized by the state and federal 

government.  These rights have afforded LGBT people incredible progress and important legal 18

14  Ibid., xx. 
15 "Brazil: Four Women Killed Every Day in 2019, Human Rights Body Says," The Guardian, last modified 
February 4, 2019, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/04/brazil-women-killed-2019-rate-alarming-iachr. 
16 “Four Women Killed Every Day” 
17  Sergio Carrara, "Discrimination, policies, and sexual rights in Brazil," Cadernos de Saúde Pública 28, no. 1 
(2012): xx, doi:10.1590/s0102-311x2012000100020.  
18 "LGBT Rights in Brazil | Equaldex," Equaldex: The Collaborative LGBT Rights Knowledge Base, accessed 
March 10, 2019, https://www.equaldex.com/region/brazil. 
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securities. Yet despite these rights, there is still a widely present force of discrimination towards 

the community within Brazil. Prejudice and homophobic views continue to limit their acceptance 

and dominate the socio-economic mobility of the LGBT community.  19

Human rights in Brazil are continually being worked for. Marginalized groups have made 

great strides for their rights over decades of activism. History provides us insightful recognition 

of the groups that fought for rights in Brazil. Women rights movements in particular have helped 

paved the path for the LGBT community to follow in their quest to demand their human rights. 

The LGBT community has gained many rights over the years, however the LGBT community 

continues to battle against widespread opposition and violence. As the years pass since the 

military authoritarian rule, Brazilians are reminded that they were forced to choose between 

Truth or Justice, while effectively obtaining neither as the government of Brazil continues not to 

recognize the human rights they have abused. This only provides suspect to how the human 

rights injustices that the LGBT community continues to face will ever be truly acknowledged by 

the state of Brazil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 Ilana Mountain, "Critical Analysis of Public Policies on Education and LGBT Rights in Brazil," Evidence Report: 
Sexuality, Poverty and Law 61 (n.d.), xx. 
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Case Analysis 

LGBT Violence and Discrimination is a Human Rights Issue 

The current institutional and societal onslaught that the LGBT community in Brazil is 

facing constitutes a human rights issue. The most recent statistics on the status of LGBT rights in 

Brazil as published by the organization, Human Rights Watch, demonstrates the violence, 

discrimination, and abuses that they continue to endure due to the violations of their human 

rights. In just the first half of 2017, Human Rights Watch stated that “the national Human Rights 

Ombudsman’s Office received 725 complaints of violence, discrimination, and other abuses 

against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT)” . These numbers have continued to rise 20

and the threats that the LGBT community in Brazil are facing are becoming more extreme and 

rampant. With these severe prospects, this topic is important to be understood as a human rights 

issue. 

Human rights, as outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)  21

include many freedoms that should protect the opportunities and lives of LGBT people. The 

specific articles two, three and seven include the rights under which the LGBT community have 

not been able to properly access or procure. Article two of the UDHR states that, “everyone is 

entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any 

kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 

origin, property, birth or other status.” This article asserts that the distinction of ones status, 

which includes the status as a LGBT person, does not restrict the rest of the rights outlined in the 

20World Report 2018: Events of 2017, (New York, NY: Seven Stories Press, 2018), 
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/brazil. 
21 United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, (1948), 
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html. 
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UDHR. Article three states that “everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person,” 

meaning that LGBT lives and security are to be protected. Lastly, article seven states that “all are 

equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the law. 

All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and 

against any incitement to such discrimination.” This article explicitly affirms that LGBT people 

have the right to be equally protected without discrimination under the law.  

While Brazil voted in favor of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, it is 

not a legally binding document, and for human rights to be effectively protected, they must be 

institutionalized by the state.  Brazil’s constitution outlaws labor-market discrimination on the 22

basis of sex, color, age and marital status, yet discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation 

or gender identity is not explicitly included. Drawing off of this section of the constitution, the 

Brazilian Labour Code and Labour Laws implemented a formal law prohibiting discrimination 

but additionally fails to include gender identity and sexual orientation on the list of 

discriminatory factors.  Even though this law addresses discrimination in general, the absence of 23

discrimination against specifically LGBT people has led to the continuation of significant 

discrimination in the workplace. Only certain parts of Brazil, such as Rio de Janeiro and São 

Paulo, have implemented labor laws that clearly prohibit discrimination on the grounds sexual 

orientation and gender identity.  In regards to other forms of institutionalized discrimination, 24

those such as housing discrimination and restrictions on the ability to donate blood based on 

22 Daniel Fischlin and Martha Nandorfy, "Human Rights in Theory and Practice," in The Concise Guide to Global 
Human Rights (Black Rose Books, 2007) 
23 Stonewall, Stonewall Global Workplace Briefings: Brazil, (United Kingdom, 2018), 
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/sites/default/files/brazil_global_workplace_briefing_2018.pdf. 
24 Stonewall, "Global Workplace Briefings".  
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LGBT identification remain legal.  With a legal foundation behind acts of discrimination, 25

bigotry and intolerance becomes condoned leading to greater aggression and physical assault. 

The constant threat of violence and risk of murder for LGBT citizens in Brazil is a human 

rights concern, jeopardizing their right to life and security of person. In 2017, there was a record 

387 LGBT identifying people murdered, reaching epidemic levels and making it one of the 

deadliest places in the world for the LGBT community.  For the past decade, Brazil has been the 26

leading country with the most trans murders. Of the entire community, there has been 

exceptional violence directed at trans women, resulting in a tragically low average life 

expectancy of 36 years old.  It is clear that being vocal about one’s LGBT identity in Brazil can 27

expose them to high levels of violence and can potentially be fatal. Attacks based on prejudice of 

sexual orientation and gender identity were added to the Brazil’s hate crime law in 1989, making 

it illegal and punishable by law.  While recorded violence against LGBT people in Brazil is at a 28

record high and despite assaults being notably vicious and brutal, police often do not record 

anti-LGBT attacks as hate crimes. This leads us to believe that the reported statistics may not 

fully represent the extent of LGBT targeted violence.  The police have additionally been found 29

to be frequent perpetrators of such violence, particularly against transgender people.  As 30

authorities are often involved in the crimes committed against this group, investigative and 

25 Equaldex, LGBT Rights in Brazil, (n.d), https://www.equaldex.com/region/brazil. 
26 Dawn Ennis, "Queer Brazilians Fear The Worst Under New President Jair Bolsonaro," Out Magazine - Gay & 
Lesbian Travel, Fashion & Culture, last modified January 15, 2019, 
https://www.out.com/news-opinion/2019/1/15/queer-lgbtq-brazilians-jair-bolsonaro-activism. 
27 Ennis, "Queer Brazilians”. 
28 Sergio Carrara, "Discrimination, policies, and sexual rights in Brazil," Cadernos de Saúde Pública 28, no. 1 
(2012): xx, doi:10.1590/s0102-311x2012000100020. 
29 Sarauv Jung Thapa, "We Need to Talk About Anti-LGBT Violence in Brazil," Gay News, LGBT Rights, Politics, 
Entertainment, last modified July 12, 2016, 
https://www.advocate.com/commentary/2016/7/12/we-need-talk-about-anti-lgbt-violence-brazil. 
30 Thapa, "Anti-LGBT Violence in Brazil." 
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prosecutive actions are seldom taken creating a sense of lawlessness and impunity around crimes 

against LGBT people.  The social and political climate around LGBT acceptance and safety in 31

Brazil is at stake leading many from that group to feel isolated and rightly endangered. LGBT 

citizens do not have sufficiently protected rights that are necessary to legitimize their lives and 

safety. With Brazil’s new president Jair Bolsonaro who is known for his outright contempt for 

LGBT citizens, gains in LGBT rights in the future appear to be dim.  

The Presidency of Jair Bolsonaro  

The election of new president Jair Bolsonaro signifies an immense shift in the political 

atmosphere of Brazil towards minority groups through Bolsonaro’s “us versus them” mentality. 

The widespread grassroots movement that brought Bolsonaro to power focused specifically on 

creating an alliance with men who felt their masculinity was being drastically reduced with the 

growth of women’s participation in Brazilian society and the advancements being made by the 

LGBT community. These men who have always benefited from a patriarchal society felt that 

they were losing their dominant position over minorities and needed to do something to regain 

control. With Bolsonaro being championed by these men and retaining a loyal following that 

supports his dehumanizing endeavors, the new president has begun his political attacks towards 

the LGBT community, rolling back the progress they’ve made in recent years.  32

Within hours of being formally sworn into office, Bolsonaro promptly removed any 

concerns of the LGBT community from the Human Rights Ministry  and appointed Damares 33

31 Thapa, "Anti-LGBT Violence in Brazil." 
32 Rosana Pienheiro-Machado, "From Hope To Hate The Rise Of Conservative Subjectivity In Brazil" (lecture, UC 
Davis, January 30, 2019). 
33 Mauricio Savarese, "Brazil's Bolsonaro Targets LGBT People, Racial Minorities on 1st Day in Office," The Salt 
Lake Tribune, last modified January 3, 2019, 
https://www.sltrib.com/news/nation-world/2019/01/03/brazils-bolsonaro-targets/. 
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Alvez, a highly conservative evangelical pastor, as the new head of this Ministry.  The removal 34

of LGBT concerns from the Human Rights Ministry is a direct attack on the LGBT community 

and prevents them from having a place in government that is focused on protecting and ensuring 

their rights. This appointment of an evangelical pastor as the head of the ministry is also a cause 

for concern based on the fact that Alvez puts her faith at the forefront of her politics even though 

there is supposed to be separation of church and state within Brazil. Alvez plans to enforce her 

firm belief of traditional family roles and values, stating that “the Brazilian family is being 

threatened,” by laws and policies in place that provide LGBT rights as well as abortions among 

women.  Alvez, with Bolsonaro’s support and direction, hopes to create a Brazilian society in 35

which families are limited to relationships between men and women, and where women stay at 

home to raise the children in a traditional heteronormative structure. 

Bolsonaro’s openly homophobic remarks and disdain for the LGBT right creates an 

extremely violent environment for the LGBT community in Brazil, leading people who were 

once open about their sexuality to go back into hiding out of fear for their own safety. Jean 

Wyllys, one of the only LGBT identifying congresspeople, resigned from his position in the 

Brazilian congress due to the harassment and violent threats he faced because of his sexual 

orientation and his criticism of Bolsonaro’s attitudes towards the LGBT community. Wyllys is a 

firm advocate for LGBT rights and used his government platform to support these rights, but he 

felt it was necessary to resign during his third term in office because of the  risk of being killed.  36

Wyllys had previously been physically harassed but realized the severity of this violence after 

34 Ennis, "Queer Brazilians”. 
35 Ennis, "Queer Brazilians”. 
36 Francesca Paris, "'I Do Not Want To Be A Martyr': Openly Gay Lawmaker Leaves Brazil," NPR.org, last 
modified January 25, 2019, 
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/25/688647722/i-do-not-want-to-be-a-martyr-openly-gay-lawmaker-leaves-brazil. 
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the death of Marielle Franco, a city councilor in Rio de Janeiro.  Franco was an Afro-Brazilian 37

lesbian and human rights activist that strongly opposed the excessive violence by both the police 

and gangs in Rio. Franco is now regarded as a martyr for her activism in combating racism, 

sexism, and being an advocate for the LGBT community.   38

Brazil is currently facing a drastic escalation in the growth of violence aimed specifically 

at the LGBT community Of the 26 counties in the world that have legalized gay marriage, Brazil 

holds the highest rate of homicide committed against the LGBT community while boasting the 

fifth highest homicide rate of women worldwide. In 2016, 4,424 citizens were executed through 

state sponsored violence by the police with 71.5% of these victims coming from minority groups.

 For transgender women, violence is far more common as they make up an estimated 40% of all 39

anti-LGBT murder victims despite only representing about 10% of the LGBT population in the 

country.  Within this population of transgender women, Afro-Brazilians are the most targeted 40

group and endure the worst violence and discrimination based on their intersecting minority 

identities that are positioned at the very bottom of Brazil’s social hierarchy. This violence 

doesn’t stem directly from Bolsonaro, but his platform encourages Brazilian society to be open 

with their contempt and disapproval of those in the LGBT community. While Brazil is one of 

only three Latin American countries with legalized gay marriage and is comparatively very 

progressive in terms of legislation regarding LGBT rights, Brazil’s extensive history of 

homophobia and transphobia has resurfaced out of the past election and and is growing under 

37 Paris, "I Do Not Want to be a Martyr." 
38 Jaimee A. Swift, "Marielle Franco, Black Queer Women, and Police Violence in Brazil – AAIHS," AAIHS – 
African American Intellectual History Society, last modified March 19, 2018, 
https://www.aaihs.org/afro-brazilian-women-lgbt-rights-and-the-fight-against-police-violence/. 
39 Pienheiro-Machado, "From Hope to Hate." 
40 Thapa, "Anti-LGBT Violence in Brazil." 

14 



Jair Bolsonaro’s presidency. Brazil has historically been one of the most violent countries in the 

world, but the current political climate has sparked a new wave of violence that presumably will 

continue to grow as Bolsonaro remains in power and advances his violent, restrictive agenda.  

Combatting Bolsonaro 

With a largely male base rallying behind Bolsonaro, a new wave of feminism swept 

across Brazil in an effort to mobilize against Bolsonaro. In previous elections, many people did 

not have predetermined partisan support and were easily swayed to vote either left or right 

depending on the candidates.  In this past election, however, a massive amount of men moved 41

far to the political right to support Bolsonaro sparking a reaction of women to move drastically to 

the left in opposition. Many women organized against Bolsonaro by holding public 

demonstrations and protests to reject his misogynist remarks on women and his sexist political 

platform to dissuade the public from supporting him through their “Ele Não” (Not Him) 

movement. In a shocking response to this movement, women’s support for Bolsonaro rose.  This 

reaction is understood as a result of conservative women relating to Bolsonaro’s ‘anti-feminist’ 

stance rather than the belief that Bolsonaro does support them.  This female support for 42

Bolsonaro is also tethered to his hard stance on crime, which many women and their children 

have increasingly become victim to, among his religious following.  While the “Ele Não” 43

movement did not reciprocate the response hoped for, they have continued their fight and have 

41 Pienheiro-Machado, "From Hope to Hate." 
42 Anna Jean Kaiser, "'I Don't See Any Reason for Feminism': the Women Backing Brazil's Bolsonaro," The 
Guardian, last modified October 15, 2018, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/oct/14/bolsonaro-brazil-presidential-candidate-women-voters-anti-feminis
m. 
43 Katy Watson, "Who Supports Brazil's New Far-right President?," BBC News, last modified October 29, 2018, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-45979682. 
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encouraged the LGBT community and other minority groups to rally together into one large 

scale movement. With the LGBT community being pressured into hiding out of well-founded 

fear, this combined effort formed by this feminist movement has allowed the LGBT community 

to have greater support and opportunity to fight for their rights in a time that seems to offer little 

hope. 

The Grupo Gay da Bahia (GGB) is one of the oldest and most well known NGOs in 

Brazil that advocates for the protection of gay rights. The GGB has been promoting LGBT rights 

since 1980 and is continuing to do so by ensuring that the voices of LGBT members are heard 

throughout this period of suppression. The GGB was formed to defend the interests of the LGBT 

community, break down stereotypes, and to educate society on the discrimination that the LGBT 

community faces and how rights for this group are a necessity. The GGB also makes a point to 

monitor data from social media, news outlets, and even local obituaries to gather statistics on the 

murders of people within the LGBT community to make sure they are being acknowledged and 

recorded. The GGB is strongly opposed to the hostile environment that Bolsonaro has incited 

against the LGBT community and continues to use their platform to fight for the protection of 

LGBT rights.  44

The Câmara LGBT is another NGO that is working against Bolsonaro in an effort to 

promote awareness and knowledge about the LGBT community to increase respect for sexual 

diversity along with  encouraging economic and cultural development within the community. 

Câmara is a business and economically focused LGBT organization that attempts to create a 

44 Grupo Gay da Bahia, "O Que é O GGB (nossa História)," GGB, last modified January 26, 2017, 
https://grupogaydabahia.com.br/about/o-que-e-o-ggb-nossa-historia/. 
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society in which sexual diversity is respected and granted equal opportunities within the labor 

sector. This group understands that economic support is especially important within the LGBT 

community  since LGBT people are more likely to fall prey to poverty due to discrimination, 

particularly for trans and Afro-Brazilian members of the community. By promoting tourism, 

Câmara seeks to bring awareness to the discrimination faced by the LGBT in this current 

political moment while also stimulating the economy.   45

Despite the important efforts of these organizations to overcome the violence and 

injustice present in Brazil, it is important to note that there is still much work to be done. While 

the current administration is a setback in the progression of rights, these groups continue to 

persevere in the face of adversity towards achieving equal protections under the Brazilian 

government. The historic lack of accountability within the Brazilian government for addressing 

their wrongdoings makes it especially challenging to create a solution for issues they refuse to 

address. The violence that plagues Brazil will never be resolved without institutionalizing and 

upholding LGBT rights along with the reformation of LGBT education reconstructing social 

norms to increase visibility and acceptance of diversity in sexual orientation and gender identity. 

The election of President Bolsonaro in Brazil threatens the prospect of this future, and all the 

work that has already been put toward it. But with persevering strife, the LGBT community, 

along with their allies and human rights advocates, continue to work toward achieving the human 

rights they fully deserve. 

 
 

 

45 Câmara LGBT, "Sobre Nós," accessed March 10, 2019, https://www.camaralgbt.com.br/camara-lgbt/#. 
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Case File 
 

Amélia de Almeida Teles, Maria, and Susan Bracale-Howard. 2006. "Women's Human Rights In  
Brazil". Peace Review 18 (4): 485-490. doi:10.1080/10402650601030419. 
 
This article explains in detail the daily endeavors women have had and continue to have 

in their daily routines. This article critiques that women are far more likely to be assaulted in the 

workplace and while alone. Sexual rights such as the right to abortion are only legal in Brazil if 

the pregnancy is a result of rape or a threat to the mother's life. Assaults against women are so 

vast that there have been police stations created with the only purpose of assisting women who 

have suffered from attacks. The author explains the lengths desperate women go to obtain illegal 

and unsafe abortions. This work is not able to tell us the extent to which LGBT rights are abused. 

However, in order to understand the fight for LGBT rights, we must first understand that there is 

still an ongoing battle for rights for women as well. This piece would benefit from gathering 

more evidence on the joint efforts to better both LGBT and women’s lives in Brazil. This article 

is credible because it is part of a peer-reviewed journal and it was found on the university library 

database. 

 
"Brazil: Four Women Killed Every Day In 2019, Human Rights Body Says". 2019. The  

Guardian.https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/04/brazil-women-kilLed-2019-ra
te-alarming-iachr.  
 
This news story touches on the ongoing human rights violations in Brazil, specifically 

against women from various backgrounds. The text goes into detail with the disturbing truth that 

four women are murdered in Brazil daily. The article calls upon the government to put an end to 

the term now coined as “Femicide”. “Femicide” of women is an issue that has been ongoing in 

Brazil. Women from all social backgrounds and sexual orientations are being targeted. This 
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article is a prime example of the kinds of news stories that are typically disregarded. This adds to 

our understanding of LGBT rights in Brazil because it gives us insight into how frequently 

human rights advocates are silenced by the most strenuous form of repression, murder. 

“Femicide” has been a term coined throughout Brazil and Latin America and advocates such as 

the author of this article are calling on support and remandments.  

 
Câmara LGBT. "Sobre Nós." Accessed March 10, 2019.  

https://www.camaralgbt.com.br/camara-lgbt/#. 
 
 
Carrara, Sergio. "Discrimination, Policies, and Sexual Rights in Brazil." Cadernos De Saude  

Publica 28, no. 1 (2012): 184-9. 
 
This article was published to share the details pertaining to sexual rights in Brazil. 

Carrara organizes their research by explaining the origins of sexual rights in Brazil. They draw 

from historical evidence and explain the transition of including LGBT rights and sexual 

preference to sexual rights in legislation. This work adds to our understanding of LGBT rights 

because it explains that they were not always spot light in political spheres. This piece reminds 

us that LGBT rights and legislation are relatively new to society. Law no.7716 was amended in 

1989 to include hate crimes committed out of prejudice against sexual orientation and gender 

identity as illegal. Carrara reminds us that there is legislation in place to protect LGBT rights, 

now we must look to Brazil to enforce the laws they already have in place. This article is peer 

reviewed and has drawn from various sources gathering evidence to support the information 

shared regarding LGBT rights. 

 
Corrales, Javier, Mario Pecheny, Adriana R.B. Vianna, and Sergio Carrara. "Sexual Politics and  

Sexual Rights in Brazil." The Politics of Sexuality in Latin America, 2010, 122-34. 
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This case study within the book focuses specifically on sexual rights in Brazil and how 

they function within Brazilian society. This source gives a detailed history of sexual rights of all 

kinds in Brazil from the rights of sex workers to the rights of the LGBT community. The study 

challenges the idea of human rights being the foundation for all rights and how they are integral 

to the development of sexual or LGBT rights. By analyzing how these right came to origin, the 

authors highlight the social and political movements that have fought for the integration of civil 

rights into the Brazilian constitution. These social and political movements are still occurring in 

Brazil, such as the LGBT rights movement, so this is an important source to understand the 

political successes the movements have achieved so far.  

 
Country Studies. "Brazil - Roman Catholicism." n.d. Accessed March 10, 2019.  

http://countrystudies.us/brazil/42.htm.  
 
 

Ennis, Dawn. "Queer Brazilians Fear The Worst Under New President Jair Bolsonaro." OUT.  
January 15, 2019. Accessed February 20, 2019. 
https://www.out.com/news-opinion/2019/1/15/queer-lgbtq-brazilians-jair-bolsonaro-activ
ism. 
 
This article is published by the magazine Out, which provides an outlet for the most 

prominent voices of the LGBT community, expressing opinions on culture, politics, and gay 

news. Author Dawn Ennis gives a detailed summary of the current issues that the LGBT 

community in Brazil is confronted with, particularly those proliferated by their new president 

Jair Bolsonaro. On Bolsonaro’s list of first orders was appointing the new human rights minister, 

Damares Alves, who is a highly conservative evangelical pastor that was directed to disregard all 

LGBT related human rights issues. The article highlights Bolsonaro’s commitment to 

Christianity and his campaign promises to promote Christian values over the rights and safety of 
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LGBT citizens. His diction in reference to the LGBT community is believed to have empowered 

homophobes and racists to commit hate crimes against these marginalized groups, causing them 

to become fearful of their rights and wellbeing. This article also sheds light on the extreme 

violence directed at trans women, in particular, stating that Brazil has been the leading county 

with the most murders of trans people for the past decade and that out of all LGBT people, trans 

women are most vulnerable to violence. The number of homicides of LGBT identifying people is 

said to have reached epidemic levels. Ennis notes that while there has always been violence 

against LGBT minorities, Brazil is also one of the most LGBT-friendly countries given its 

marriage equality, legal recognition for trans people, and its famous Pride celebration. The 

author points out the fear that the Brazilian LGBT community carries about the revocation of 

their hard-earned rights, but also addresses the fact that even if their rights continue to be legally 

protected, there is a valid concern that they will not be guaranteed. The facts and statistics listed 

throughout this article are linked to outside reputable sources. This source offers a lot of 

information about the variety of concerns Bolsonaro has created for LGBT people, and it 

provides solid connections between Bolonaros promises and his capabilities as president to 

follow through with them, while additionally addressing how they are already affecting and will 

affect the LGBT community. 

 
Fischlin, Daniel, and Martha Nandorfy. "Human Rights in Theory and Practice." In The Concise  

Guide to Global Human Rights, 1-25. Black Rose Books, 2007. 
 
 

Grupo Gay da Bahia. "O Que é O GGB (nossa História)." GGB. Last modified January 26, 
2017. https://grupogaydabahia.com.br/about/o-que-e-o-ggb-nossa-historia/. 
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Iasmin, Goes. "Between Truth and Amnesia: State Terrorism, Human Rights Violations and  
Transitional Justice in Brazil." European Review of Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies, no. 94 (2013): 83-96. 
 
Iasmin Goes’ article shares with us the importance of truth commissions in understanding 

and documenting human rights violations. They question the history of Brazil and their eagerness 

to forget the human rights violations of the past. She draws on atrocities that occurred during the 

military authoritarian rule of Brazil and their transition to democracy. Unlike many other states, 

the same military that ruled over Brazil with an authoritarian regime helped it transition to a 

democratic one. The democratic government post-military rule chose a route of forgetting human 

rights violations rather than making things right. Not until the United Nations got involved did 

Brazil form truth commissions. Rights that were violated in the during the authoritarian regime 

were not forgotten by the victims. This article reminds us that the international system works to 

resolve reported human rights violations and created closure for the victims. Because of Brazil's 

history of repression of human rights, it not surprising that the current president is taking such a 

stand against LGBT rights now. This article is credible because it is part of a peer reviewed 

journal and it was found on the university library database. Furthermore, Isamin is a published 

political scientist who specializes on violence and international cooperation in South America.  

 
"LGBT Rights in Brazil | Equaldex," Equaldex: The Collaborative LGBT Rights Knowledge  

Base, accessed March 10, 2019, https://www.equaldex.com/region/brazil. 
 
 
Mountian, Ilana. A Critical Analysis of Public Policies on Education and LGBT Rights in Brazil.  

Report no. 61. Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex. Sussex: Institute 
of Development Studies, 2014. 1-25. 
 
This report includes an analysis of Brazil’s public education policies and LGBT rights. It 

begins with an overview of Brazil’s socio economic landscape, focusing on poverty and 
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inequality, levels of education, discrimination against LGBT people, and homophobic violence. 

It continues to explain the background of policies already in place around these subjects and then 

presents a junction between public education and the LGBT community by explaining how 

education prominently affects the future of people in the  LGBT community. It uses interviews to 

shape the discourse on the intersection of education programs to prevent and reduce 

discrimination and violence against LGBT people. This report includes some of the challenges 

that religion plays in policymaking and in the implementation of policies, especially when 

related to sexuality. It concludes by addressing the central issue of tackling homophobia and 

looking at how these policies are formed to support this goal. This report presents a detailed 

analysis of how policies in education can be used to transform the structural issues of social 

inequality that are largely affecting LGBT people in Brazil. We will be able to use this 

information in our paper to propose potential policies for the concerns we will be addressing and 

as a source of information on past policies. 

 

Paris, Francesca. "'I Do Not Want To Be A Martyr': Openly Gay Lawmaker Leaves Brazil."  
NPR. January 25, 2019. Accessed February 21, 2019. 
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/25/688647722/i-do-not-want-to-be-a-martyr-openly-gay-la
wmaker-leaves-brazil.  
 
This newspaper article by NPR is about one of Brazil’s only LGBT identifying 

congresspeople, Jean Wyllys. Wyllys was the first person to run his campaign on support for 

LGBTQ rights and played a leading role in the legalization of gay marriage in 2013. After 

holding a position in office for two terms and being reelected for a third, he decided to step 

down. This article discusses Wyllys’ reasoning behind his decision to give up his third term in 

office. With the spike in violent attacks against the Brazilian LGBT community and upon 

23 

https://www.npr.org/2019/01/25/688647722/i-do-not-want-to-be-a-martyr-openly-gay-lawmaker-leaves-brazil
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/25/688647722/i-do-not-want-to-be-a-martyr-openly-gay-lawmaker-leaves-brazil


receiving death threats, Wyllys stated that he was leaving office out of fear for his life. Wyllys 

came to realize the real danger of the threats he received after the murder of Marielle Franco, a 

lesbian councilwoman of Rio and human rights advocate. Wyllys was additionally targeted with 

a number of false allegations of pedophilia and support for the sexual exploitation of children on 

social media, damaging his reputation. In this article, each of these factors is discussed and 

related back to the shifts in the general treatment of the LGBT community in Brazil. They are 

each illustrated as linked to the escalation of LGBT targeted violence that has resulted in 

response to the election of president Jair Bolsonaro. This article provides a clear example of the 

heightened concern for the safety of the LGBT community through the example of Jean Wyllys.  

 
Pienheiro-Machado, Rosana. 2019. "From Hope To Hate The Rise Of Conservative Subjectivity  

In Brazil". Lecture, UC Davis. 
 
 

Savarese, Mauricio. "Brazil's Bolsonaro Targets LGBT People, Racial Minorities on 1st Day in  
Office." The Salt Lake Tribune. January 03, 2019. Accessed February 19, 2019. 
https://www.sltrib.com/news/nation-world/2019/01/03/brazils-bolsonaro-targets/. 
 
This article by the Salt Lake Tribune discusses the election of Brazil's new president Jair 

Bolsonaro and how upon inauguration, he immediately targeted minority groups such as the 

LGBT community. This article also gives information about how he plans to take indigenous 

land away from the native people of Brazil and the pure hatred he has for the LGBT community, 

which he is now inflicting upon Brazilian society. He has influenced a new generation of toxic 

masculinity in Brazil, and one of the main goals he has stated is to make guns legal which will do 

nothing but encourage violence not just towards LGBT but towards minorities of all 

backgrounds. The article doesn't go too into detail about his exact plans because it was written 

right around the time of his inauguration, but it still provides useful information about his 
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immediate plans upon being elected. This is useful for cross referencing with any recent articles 

that show how he is accomplishing or failing to accomplish what he said he would. 

 
Stonewall. Stonewall Global Workplace Briefings: Brazil. United Kingdom, 2018.  

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/sites/default/files/brazil_global_workplace_briefing_2018.
pdf. 
 
 

Swift, Jaimee A. "Marielle Franco, Black Queer Women, and Police Violence in Brazil."  
AAIHS. March 19, 2018. Accessed February 19, 2019. 
https://www.aaihs.org/afro-brazilian-women-lgbt-rights-and-the-fight-against-police-viol
ence/. 
 
This article for Black Perspectives, a platform for intellectual and scholarly black 

thought, gives a specific voice and example of the immense hatred and violence towards the 

LGBT community, specifically focusing on the exponential amount that is directed towards 

black lesbians. The article examines the tragic death of Marielle Franco, an Afro-Brazilian 

lesbian and human rights activist that was murdered for fighting for what she believed in. This 

source is very useful in providing a lens to look at this violence through and to give voice to 

someone who fought for the LGBT community. The article also gives statistics regarding the 

increasing amount of violence towards the LGBT community and traces back the violent history 

of attacks towards LGBT. By first discussing the tragedy of Marielle, the source opens up the 

discussion of violence and how deeply rooted it is within Brazilian society. 

 
Thapa, Saurav Jung. "We Need to Talk About Anti-LGBT Violence in Brazil." ADVOCATE. 

July 12, 2016. Accessed February 20, 2019. 
https://www.advocate.com/commentary/2016/7/12/we-need-talk-about-anti-lgbt-violence
-brazil. 
 
This article by Advocate, a news source that addresses LGBT related issues, focuses on 

the overwhelming statistics stating that Brazil is one of the deadliest places in the world for the 
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LGBT community. The author uses the 2016 Summer Olympic games in Rio as an example of 

how the media doesn't broadcast the violence in Brazil and rather tries to cover it up and ignore 

it. The article goes into great detail about how the violence towards the LGBT community has 

risen, especially against black lesbians and transgender women. This source also provides an 

interesting fact that in Brazil, attacks against the LGBT community are considered a hate crime, 

although the aggressors are  never prosecuted  for committing these crimes. 

 
United Nations. Universal Declaration of Human Rights. December 31, 1948.  

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html. 
 
 
Vianna, Adriana R., and Sérgio Carrara. "Sexual Politics and Sexual Rights in Brazil:." The  

Politics of Sexuality in Latin America (n.d.), 122-134.  
 
 

Vianna, A. R. B., S. Carrara, and P. Lacerda. "Sexual Politics and Sexual Rights in Brazil: An  
Overview" Taylor and Francis Online. July 10, 2008. Accessed February 21, 2019. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441690801981050?scroll=top&needAc
cess=true.  
 
This article provides information on the political side of sexual rights in Brazil. It is split 

into three different sections: reproductive and abortion rights, STDs/AIDS, and sexual diversity. 

This article examines the public policies that have been implemented in relation to these areas 

within the past twenty years. The authors point out the distinct challenges that Brazil struggles 

with in relation to these three subjects, particularly with the representation of two contrasting 

societal extremes that exist in Brazil. The two extremes that Brazil is associated with is first as a 

country that embraces sexual freedom and gender diversity, then contrarily as a country that is 

deeply sexist, homophobic and racist. Additionally noted is the strong force behind Brazil’s 

religiously affiliated political parties and organizations that work to prevent the advancement of 
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sexual rights. These factors are presented as important considerations in Brazil’s sexual rights 

evolution. This article provides a thorough compilation of gained sexual rights among the main 

three topics. This source offers my group a factual outline of how LGBT rights were won over 

and explains the processes and primary actors involved. While our main focus is on LGBT 

rights, the background on other marginalized groups is something that we plan to cover and this 

article will be useful in examining the progression of social rights in Brazil more broadly.  

 
Viceland. March 9, 2016. Accessed February 21, 2019.  

https://www.viceland.com/en_us/video/brazil/56a90e3f59b6e07a13d27d01.  
 
This source is an episode from a documentary series by Vice News called Gaycation. 

This series follows hosts Ellen Page and Ian Daniel around the world to learn about the 

experiences of gay people in different countries. In this episode, the hosts travel to Brazil during 

the exciting time of the sexually liberating “Carnival” festival in Rio. Throughout the episode we 

learn about the complex relationship Brazil has with their queer community. It highlights the 

stark contrast between the open mindedness and acceptance of different sexualities and genders 

and then the extreme hatred and violence aimed toward LGBT people. This episode presents 

numerous interviews with political leaders, friends and family members of people who were 

murdered in acts of LGBT hate, a trans model and actress, an ex-cop serial gay killer, and many 

different types of people on the streets. One politician that was interviewed was Jair Bolsonaro, 

then deputy and now president. His interview along with many others provided a deeper 

understanding of the extreme divergence in support for or against the belonging, rights, and 

protections of LGBT citizens in Brazil. This source is extremely informative and provides 

first-hand reports on the LGBT climate in 2016.  
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Viula, Sergio. "Sergio Viula." Queer Voices. February 23, 2017. Accessed February 20, 2019.  
https://www.queer-voices.com/pride-month-a-brief-history-of-the-brazilian-queer-move
ment/. 
 
This blog post written for the Queer Voices website and gives a brief but well-written 

synopsis of LGBT history in Brazil. The blog is directed mostly towards the LGBT community 

around the world but provides useful information for anyone looking to learn more about LGBT 

history and rights. This blog entry provides insight into how the LGBT community organized in 

Brazil, first through the Homosexual Movement, which was later renamed the LGBT Movement, 

and then provides a very useful timeline to visually and chronologically understand the history. 

This entry also highlights some of the most important movement within the LGBT community in 

Brazil, such as helping people understand the effects and medical diagnoses of AIDS/HIV as 

well as creating a tolerant society that would allow the right for LGBT people to get married. 

 
Watson, Katy. "Who Supports Brazil's New Far-right President?" BBC News. Last modified  

October 29, 2018. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-45979682. 
 

 
"World Report 2018: Rights Trends In Brazil". 2019. Human Rights Watch. 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/brazil. 
 

Per this Article published by the Human Rights Watch, as of 2018, Human Rights are 

still being violated in Brazil on numerous levels. This work conveys the magnitude of human 

rights violations that are currently taking place in Brazil. This source utilizes evidence gathered 

on human rights violations in Brazil and communicates them effectively through their website. It 

showcases specific rights violations that include: Police misconduct, torture within prisons, 

children rights abuse,  repression of the freedom of speech, female reproductive controversial 
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rights of abortion, and lastly, sexual freedom rights.  Utilizing this article’s statistics and analysis 

of the current ongoing human rights violations in Brazil over the course of last year will allow us 

to accurately analyze patterns of human rights violations in Brazil. This piece draws from hard 

evidence creating a concrete foundation with statistics to demonstrate the level of human rights 

violations. 
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